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With a new afterword by the author The underground has always played a prominent role in human
imaginings, both as a place of refuge and as a source of fear. The late nineteenth century saw a new
fascination with the underground as Western societies tried to cope with the pervasive changes of a new
social and technological order. In Notes on the Underground, Rosalind Williams takes us inside that critical
historical moment, giving equal coverage to actual and imaginary undergrounds. She looks at the real-life
invasions of the underground that occurred as modern urban infrastructures of sewers and subways were laid,
and at the simultaneous archaeological excavations that were unearthing both human history and the planet's
deep past. She also examines the subterranean stories of Verne, Wells, Forster, Hugo, Bulwer-Lytton, and
other writers who proposed alternative visions of the coming technological civilization. Williams argues that
these imagined and real underground environments provide models of human life in a world dominated by
human presence and offer a prophetic look at today's technology-dominated society. In a new afterword
written for this edition, Williams points out that her book traces the emergence in the nineteenth century of
what we would now call an environmental consciousness--an awareness that there will be consequences
when humans live in a sealed, finite environment. Today we are more aware than ever of our limited
biosphere and how vulnerable it is. Notes on the Underground, now even more than when it first appeared,
offers a guide to the human, cultural, and technical consequences of what Williams calls "the human empire
on earth."
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From reader reviews:

Luis Martin:

With other case, little people like to read book Notes on the Underground: An Essay on Technology, Society,
and the Imagination. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important some sort of book Notes on the Underground: An Essay on Technology, Society, and
the Imagination. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end
up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to
go to the library. Let's study.

Mary Logsdon:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. Notes on the Underground: An Essay on Technology, Society, and the
Imagination can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra
time problems.

Anthony Vice:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Notes on the Underground: An Essay on Technology, Society, and the Imagination will give you new
experience in looking at a book.

Hattie Adkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add
you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
Notes on the Underground: An Essay on Technology, Society, and the Imagination.
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