
Mediating American Autobiography: Photography
in Emerson, Thoreau, Douglass, and Whitman

Sean Ross Meehan

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0826217923
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0826217923
http://ijos.club/go/read.php?id=0826217923


Mediating American Autobiography: Photography in
Emerson, Thoreau, Douglass, and Whitman

Sean Ross Meehan

Mediating American Autobiography: Photography in Emerson, Thoreau, Douglass, and Whitman
Sean Ross Meehan

The emergence of photography in the mid-nineteenth century transformed ideas about how the self and
nature could be pictured. Although the autobiographical potential of photography seems self-evident today,
Sean Meehan takes us back to the birth of the medium when some of America’s preeminent authors began to
think about photography’s implications for the representation of identity and the nature of autobiographical
writing.

Both photography and autobiography involve a tension between disclosing and concealing their means of
production: a chemical process for one, the writing process for the other. Meehan examines how four major
authors—Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Frederick Douglass, and Walt Whitman—were well
aware of this tension and explored it in their work. By examining the implications of early photography in
their writings, he shows how each engaged the new visual medium, how photography mediated their
conceptions of self-representation, and how their appropriation of photographic thinking created a new kind
of autobiography.

Examining the metonymic nature of photography, Meehan explores how the new medium influenced
conceptions of visual and verbal representation. He intertwines these four writers’ reflections on
photography—in Emerson’s Representative Men, Thoreau’s journals, Douglass’s narratives of slavery, and
Whitman’s Specimen Days—with theories of photography as expounded by its inventors and observers, from
Louis Daguerre and William Talbot in Europe to Oliver Wendell Holmes and Marcus Root in America.

As the first book to focus on the emergence of this new visual medium during the American Renaissance,
Mediating American Autobiography shows us what photography means for American literature in general
and for the genre most closely linked to it in particular. Because the engagement of these writers with
photography has been neglected in previous scholarship, Meehan’s work provocatively bridges the study of
two media and illuminates an important aspect of American thought and culture at the dawn of the
technological era.
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From reader reviews:

Patrice Gasaway:

Here thing why this Mediating American Autobiography: Photography in Emerson, Thoreau, Douglass, and
Whitman are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really
depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Mediating American
Autobiography: Photography in Emerson, Thoreau, Douglass, and Whitman giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with
Mediating American Autobiography: Photography in Emerson, Thoreau, Douglass, and Whitman. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or
even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of Mediating American Autobiography: Photography in Emerson, Thoreau, Douglass, and
Whitman in e-book can be your alternative.

Rene Moore:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Mediating American
Autobiography: Photography in Emerson, Thoreau, Douglass, and Whitman, it is possible to enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

George Bash:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining
a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Mediating
American Autobiography: Photography in Emerson, Thoreau, Douglass, and Whitman which is keeping the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Johnny Sutton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books that



can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Mediating American Autobiography: Photography
in Emerson, Thoreau, Douglass, and Whitman.
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