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High-rise public housing developments were signature features of the post–World War II city. A hopeful
experiment in providing temporary, inexpensive housing for all Americans, the "projects" soon became
synonymous with the black urban poor, with isolation and overcrowding, with drugs, gang violence, and
neglect. As the wrecking ball brings down some of these concrete monoliths, Sudhir Venkatesh seeks to
reexamine public housing from the inside out, and to salvage its troubled legacy. Based on nearly a decade of
fieldwork in Chicago's Robert Taylor Homes, American Project is the first comprehensive story of daily life
in an American public housing complex.

Venkatesh draws on his relationships with tenants, gang members, police officers, and local organizations to
offer an intimate portrait of an inner-city community that journalists and the public have only viewed from a
distance. Challenging the conventional notion of public housing as a failure, this startling book re-creates
tenants' thirty-year effort to build a safe and secure neighborhood: their political battles for services from an
indifferent city bureaucracy, their daily confrontation with entrenched poverty, their painful decisions about
whether to work with or against the street gangs whose drug dealing both sustained and imperiled their lives.

American Project explores the fundamental question of what makes a community viable. In his chronicle of
tenants' political and personal struggles to create a decent place to live, Venkatesh brings us to the heart of
the matter.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Parker:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this American
Project: The Rise and Fall of a Modern Ghetto, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Rose Miller:

The actual book American Project: The Rise and Fall of a Modern Ghetto has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The
author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after perusing this book.

Bruce Smith:

Beside this kind of American Project: The Rise and Fall of a Modern Ghetto in your phone, it could give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have American Project: The Rise and Fall of a Modern Ghetto because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as
read it from today!

Rita Furguson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That American Project: The Rise and Fall of a Modern
Ghetto can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have American Project: The
Rise and Fall of a Modern Ghetto.
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