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The century of papal history which it is hoped will be illustrated by the following pages was the age
dominated by the great name of Hildebrand, and hence is often described as the saeculum Hildebrandicum. It
was the age in which that high-minded and pure-souled monk strove, either by his own exertions or by those
which he inspired, to promote that reform in the Church which had been inaugurated by St. Leo IX. The
efforts at reform took the shape of a determined struggle against the triple scourge of simony, clerical
incontinence, and the tyrannical interference of the powerful in the domain of the Church, and were at length
focussed in the fight against lay investiture. But the attempt to stifle this abuse which was begun under the
saintly Pontiff from Lorraine, was not destined to be concluded either in his reign, during which Hildebrand
was trained, or in those of his immediate successors who were under the influence of Hildebrand, or in that
of Hildebrand himself. It was not to be terminated till the pontificate of Calixtus II; while the general contest
between the Papacy and the Empire which took its rise in this attempt at reform was to last till the fifteenth
century, and was, in the temporal order, to exhaust both.
The reforming zeal of the Popes of the school of Hildebrand almost everywhere encountered the most
stubborn opposition; so deep-rooted were the evils they strove to eradicate, so dear were they to the passions
of the clergy, or to the interests of the great. And nowhere did they meet with greater opposition than in Italy.
If simony was rife in France, it was worse in Germany, and worst of all in Italy; and if the spectacle of
married priests and bishops was not uncommon in other countries of Europe, it was nowhere more obvious
than in Italy, and especially in Milan and in Lombardy generally. The reason of this is not far to seek.
Though the Church OF Italy, especially in its northern portion, had, owing to the power of its bishops, and to
the comparatively rare interfering visits of the German emperors, been free to a very large extent from the
royal oppression under which it groaned in other countries, it had become thoroughly demoralized by the
terrible anarchy of the tenth century, and its bishops were, for the most part, as loose in their morals as their
secular compeers.
Though, then, the fight for independence and reform upon which the Popes had entered was to be long and
bitter, and was to bring upon them a very large share of suffering from the Franconian emperors and their



con¬temptible antipopes, they were not to stand alone in the combat. The words of such fiery champions of
reform as St. Peter Damian must never be taken too literally. There were always good priests and even good
bishops, and that too even in Italy, who were longing for a reformation in manners, and who were only
waiting for an opportunity to help to promote it. Especially were the Popes supported by the religious orders,
by the Camaldolese, founded by St. Romuald (1009), by the Premonstratensians (1125), and especially by
the Benedictines, revivified by the reforms of Cluny and by those of the Carthusians (1084), and of the
Cistercians (1098), and producing from such centres as Bec and Clairvaux men like Lanfranc and SS.
Anselm and Bernard. They were sustained also in their conflict against the powers of evil by men deservedly
conspicuous for their sanctity, by St. Peter Damian, by St. Bruno of Segni, by St. John Gualbert, with his
order of Vallombrosa, and by St. Bruno with his Carthusians, who by their silence and penitential life
protested loudly against the disorders of the age.....
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From reader reviews:

Lizabeth Melgar:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled THE POPES OF
THE GREGORIAN RENAISSANCE. ST LEO IX TO HONORIUS II.A.D. 1049-1130 (THE LIVES OF
THE POPES IN THE MIDDLE AGES Book 7)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Nancy Stever:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book THE POPES OF THE GREGORIAN RENAISSANCE. ST LEO IX
TO HONORIUS II.A.D. 1049-1130 (THE LIVES OF THE POPES IN THE MIDDLE AGES Book 7) was
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide THE POPES OF THE GREGORIAN RENAISSANCE. ST LEO IX TO
HONORIUS II.A.D. 1049-1130 (THE LIVES OF THE POPES IN THE MIDDLE AGES Book 7) is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book THE
POPES OF THE GREGORIAN RENAISSANCE. ST LEO IX TO HONORIUS II.A.D. 1049-1130 (THE
LIVES OF THE POPES IN THE MIDDLE AGES Book 7). You never really feel lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

William Hill:

The book untitled THE POPES OF THE GREGORIAN RENAISSANCE. ST LEO IX TO HONORIUS
II.A.D. 1049-1130 (THE LIVES OF THE POPES IN THE MIDDLE AGES Book 7) is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you.
The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
can get the e-book of THE POPES OF THE GREGORIAN RENAISSANCE. ST LEO IX TO HONORIUS
II.A.D. 1049-1130 (THE LIVES OF THE POPES IN THE MIDDLE AGES Book 7) from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Margaret Babin:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that. A



single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of knowledge. Even you love THE POPES OF THE GREGORIAN RENAISSANCE. ST
LEO IX TO HONORIUS II.A.D. 1049-1130 (THE LIVES OF THE POPES IN THE MIDDLE AGES Book
7), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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