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The East-West struggle for supremacy from 1945 to 1989 shaped the lives of hundreds of millions and
brought the world to the brink of disaster on several occasions. More than two decades later, the debate over
its causes and dynamics is far from over. Drawing on the latest archival evidence and scholarly research,
prize-winning historian John Lamberton Harper provides a concise, briskly-written assessment of the Cold
War. Why did it start, and eventually envelope nearly every corner of the planet? Why did it stay "cold," at
least in its original, European theatre? Why did it end, and who should take the credit? Harper illuminates the
deep-seated behavioral patterns within both the Soviet Union and the United States: the search for security
through expansion and military might, the belief in a "messianic" mission to uplift humanity, but also a
readiness to live and let live based on membership in a common state system and a shared interest in
survival. He stresses ways in which internal competitions for political power tilted both the U.S. and Soviet
systems towards bellicosity and obsessive preparation for a hot war that no one seriously intended to begin.
The Cold War is a story of delusions of omnipotence and rash behavior, punctuated by moments of
redeeming statesmanship and self-restraint. Harper concludes that, rather than triumphalism, a clear look
back at the Cold War's close calls with catastrophe and enormous cost in lives and treasure ought to evoke a
sense of regret and humility, as well as relief.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Madison:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Cold War (Oxford Histories). You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book The Cold
War (Oxford Histories). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Melvin Hayes:

The book The Cold War (Oxford Histories) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Cold War (Oxford
Histories) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a
guide The Cold War (Oxford Histories). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Lois Hernandez:

This book untitled The Cold War (Oxford Histories) to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Dan Flood:

The e-book untitled The Cold War (Oxford Histories) is the publication that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
research when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Cold War (Oxford Histories) from the publisher to
make you much more enjoy free time.
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