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In the past twenty years, an increasing number of authors have written memoirs focusing on the last stage of
their lives: Elizabeth Kübler-Ross, for example, in The Wheel of Life, Harold Brodkey in This Wild
Darkness, Edward Said in Out of Place, and Tony Judt in The Memory Chalet. In these and other end-of-life
memoirs, writers not only confront their own mortality but in most cases struggle to "die in character"?that
is, to affirm the values, beliefs, and goals that have characterized their lives.

Examining the works cited above, as well as memoirs by Mitch Albom, Roland Barthes, Jean-Dominique
Bauby, Art Buchwald, Randy Pausch, David Rieff, Philip Roth, and Morrie Schwartz, Jeffrey Berman's
analysis of this growing genre yields some surprising insights. While the authors have much to say about the
loneliness and pain of dying, many also convey joy, fulfillment, and gratitude. Harold Brodkey is willing to
die as long as his writings survive. Art Buchwald and Randy Pausch both use the word fun to describe their
dying experiences. Dying was not fun for Morrie Schwartz and Tony Judt, but they reveal courage,
satisfaction, and fearlessness during the final stage of their lives, when they are nearly paralyzed by their
illnesses.

It is hard to imagine that these writers could feel so upbeat in their situations, but their memoirs are
authentically affirmative. They see death coming, yet they remain stalwart and focused on their writing.
Berman concludes that the contemporary end-of-life memoir can thus be understood as a new form of death
ritual, "a secular example of the long tradition of ars moriendi, the art of dying."
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

The feeling that you get from Dying in Character: Memoirs on the End of Life may be the more deep you
searching the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Dying in Character: Memoirs on the End of Life giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this particular Dying in Character: Memoirs on the End of Life
instantly.

Randy North:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new book.
It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a reserve.
The book Dying in Character: Memoirs on the End of Life it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Marlene Wiedman:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read
is definitely Dying in Character: Memoirs on the End of Life.

Nancy Smith:

Dying in Character: Memoirs on the End of Life can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Dying in
Character: Memoirs on the End of Life nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.
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