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In Backstage in the Novel, Francesca Saggini traces the unique interplay between fiction and theater in the
eighteenth century through an examination of the work of the English novelist, diarist, and playwright
Frances Burney. Moving beyond the basic identification of affinities between the genres, Saggini establishes
a literary-cultural context for Burney's work, considering the relation between drama, a long-standing
tradition, and the still-emergent form of the novel.

Through close semiotic analysis, intertextual comparison, and cultural contextualization, Saggini highlights
the extensive metatextual discourse in Burney's novels, allowing the theater within the novels to surface.
Saggini’s comparative analysis addresses, among other elements, textual structures, plots, characters,
narrative discourse, and reading practices. The author explores the theatrical and spectacular elements that
made the eighteenth-century novel a hybrid genre infused with dramatic conventions. She analyzes such
conventions in light of contemporary theories of reception and of the role of the reader that underpinned
eighteenth-century cultural consumption. In doing so, Saggini contextualizes the typical reader-spectator of
Burney’s day, one who kept abreast of the latest publications and was able to move effortlessly between
"high" (sentimental, dramatic) and "low" (grotesque, comedic) cultural forms that intersected on the stage.

Backstage in the Novel aims to restore to Burney's entire literary corpus the dimensionality that characterized
it originally. It is a vivid, close-up view of a writer who operated in a society saturated by theater and
spectacle and who rendered that dramatic text into narrative. More than a study of Burney or an overview of
eighteenth-century literature and theater, this book gives immediacy to an understanding of the broad forces
informing, and channeled through, Burney's life and work.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Greenblatt:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
Backstage in the Novel: Frances Burney and the Theater Arts? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Serafina Hayes:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Backstage in the Novel: Frances Burney and
the Theater Arts book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Warren Zeigler:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Backstage in the Novel: Frances Burney and the Theater Arts provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.

Kyra Franson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled
update of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the Backstage in the Novel: Frances Burney and the Theater Arts when you necessary it?
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