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When a master novelist, essayist, and critic searches for the wellsprings of his own work, where does he
turn? Mario Vargas Llosa—Peruvian writer, presidential contender, and public intellectual—answers this
most personal question with elegant concision in this collection of essays. In “Four Centuries of Don
Quixote,” he revisits the quintessential Spanish novel—a fiction about fiction whose ebullient prose still
questions the certainties of our stumbling ideals. In recounting his illicit, delicious discovery of Borges’
fiction—“the most important thing to happen to imaginative writing in the Spanish language in modern
times”—Vargas Llosa stands in for a generation of Latin American novelists who were liberated from their
sense of isolation and inferiority by this Argentinean master of the European tradition.

In a nuanced appreciation of Ortega y Gasset, Vargas Llosa recovers the democratic liberalism of a
misunderstood radical—a mid-century political philosopher on a par with Sartre and Russell, ignored
because “he was only a Spaniard.” And in essays on the influence of Karl Popper and Isaiah Berlin, the
author finds an antidote to the poisonous well of fanaticism in its many modern forms, from socialist
utopianism and nationalism to religious fundamentalism. From these essays a picture emerges of a writer for
whom the enchantment of literature awakens a critical gaze on the turbulent world in which we live.
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From reader reviews:

Dee Alaniz:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Wellsprings (The Richard Ellmann Lectures in
Modern Literature). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important some sort of book Wellsprings (The Richard Ellmann Lectures in Modern Literature). You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
study.

Ramon Jeter:

This Wellsprings (The Richard Ellmann Lectures in Modern Literature) book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Wellsprings (The Richard Ellmann Lectures in Modern Literature) without we know
teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Wellsprings (The Richard Ellmann Lectures in Modern Literature) can bring when you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Wellsprings (The Richard Ellmann Lectures in Modern Literature) having fine arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Ricardo Hayward:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be learn.
Wellsprings (The Richard Ellmann Lectures in Modern Literature) can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

James Henderson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Wellsprings (The Richard Ellmann Lectures in
Modern Literature).
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