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WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD

A stunning poetry debut: this meditation on the black female figure throughout time introduces us to a brave
and penetrating new voice.
 
Robin Coste Lewis’s electrifying collection is a triptych that begins and ends with lyric poems considering
the roles desire and race play in the construction of the self. The central panel is the title poem, “Voyage of
the Sable Venus,” a riveting narrative made up entirely of titles of artworks from ancient times to the
present—titles that feature or in some way comment on the black female figure in Western art. Bracketed by
Lewis’s autobiographical poems, “Voyage” is a tender and shocking study of the fragmentary mysteries of
stereotype, as it juxtaposes our names for things with what we actually see and know. Offering a new
understanding of biography and the self, this collection questions just where, historically, do ideas about the
black female figure truly begin—five hundred years ago, five thousand, or even longer? And what role has
art played in this ancient, often heinous story? From the “Young Black Female Carrying / a Perfume Vase”
to a “Little Brown Girl / Girl Standing in a Tree / First Day of Voluntary / School Integration,” this poet
adores her culture and the beauty to be found within it. Yet she is also a cultural critic alert to the nuances of
race and desire and how they define us all, including herself, as she explores her own sometimes painful
history. Lewis’s book is a thrilling aesthetic anthem to the complexity of race—a full embrace of its pleasure
and horror, in equal parts.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hill:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other Poems book is readable by means of
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected
with Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other Poems content conveys the thought easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as
it. So , do you still thinking Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other Poems is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Joann Huertas:

This Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other Poems is great book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Voyage of the Sable Venus:
and Other Poems in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular.
We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Aaron Blue:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other Poems this e-book consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Heather Vazquez:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other Poems was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other
Poems has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan
you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any
it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in
which.
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