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We fear that the growing threat of violent attack has upset the balance between existential concepts of
political power, which emphasize security, and traditional notions of constitutional limits meant to protect
civil liberties. We worry that constitutional states cannot, during a time of war, terror, and extreme crisis,
maintain legality and preserve civil rights and freedoms. David Williams Bates allays these concerns by
revisiting the theoretical origins of the modern constitutional state, which, he argues, recognized and made
room for tensions among law, war, and the social order.

We traditionally associate the Enlightenment with the taming of absolutist sovereign power through the
establishment of a legal state based on the rights of individuals. In his critical rereading, Bates shows instead
that Enlightenment thinkers conceived of political autonomy in a systematic, theoretical way. Focusing on
the nature of foundational violence, war, and existential crises, eighteenth-century thinkers understood law
and constitutional order not as constraints on political power but as the logical implication of that primordial
force. Returning to the origin stories that informed the beginnings of political community, Bates reclaims the
idea of law, warfare, and the social order as intertwining elements subject to complex historical
development. Following an analysis of seminal works by seventeenth-century natural-law theorists, Bates
reviews the major canonical thinkers of constitutional theory (Locke, Montesquieu, and Rousseau) from the
perspective of existential security and sovereign power. Countering Carl Schmitt's influential notion of the
autonomy of the political, Bates demonstrates that Enlightenment thinkers understood the autonomous
political sphere as a space of law protecting individuals according to their political status, not as mere
members of a historically contingent social order.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Kim:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take States of War: Enlightenment Origins of the
Political (Columbia Studies in Political Thought / Political History) as the daily resource information.

Mary Barrientes:

This States of War: Enlightenment Origins of the Political (Columbia Studies in Political Thought / Political
History) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal
with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great
manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having States of War: Enlightenment Origins of the Political (Columbia
Studies in Political Thought / Political History) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is
not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment
right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt that?

Thomas White:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The States of War: Enlightenment Origins of the Political (Columbia Studies in Political Thought /
Political History) provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Audrey Mack:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book States of War: Enlightenment Origins of the Political
(Columbia Studies in Political Thought / Political History) was colorful and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book States of War: Enlightenment Origins of the Political (Columbia Studies in
Political Thought / Political History) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore



not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose
the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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