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In this smart, engaging book, Lee Eisenberg, best-selling author of The Number: A Completely Different Way
to Think about the Rest of Your Life, leads us on a provocative and entertaining tour of America's love/hate
affair with shopping, a pursuit that, even in hard times, remains a true national pastime.

Why do we shop and buy the way we do? In a work that will explain much about the American character,
Eisenberg chronicles the dynamics of selling and buying from almost every angle. Neither a cheerleader for
consumption nor an anti-consumerist scold, he explores with boundless curiosity the vast machinery aimed at
inducing us to purchase everything from hair mousse to a little black dress. He leads us, with understated
humor, into the broad universe of marketing, retailing, advertising, and consumer and scientific research--an
arsenal of powerful forces that combine to form what he calls "The Sell Side."

Through the rest of the book, Eisenberg leads us through the "Buy Side" -- a journey directly into our own
hearts and minds, asking among other questions: What are we really looking for when we buy? Why are we
alternately excited, guilt-ridden, satisfied, disappointed, and recklessly impulsive? What are our biases, need
for status, impulses to self-express, that lead us individually to buy what we buy?

Are you a classic buyer (your head wants to do the right thing), or a romantic buyer (your heart just wants to
have fun)? How do men and women differ in their attitudes towards shopping, and does the old cliche --
"Women shop, men buy" -- apply any longer?

Of special interest are the author's findings on the subject of What Makes a Good Buy? We all purchase
things that we sooner or later regret, but what are the guidelines for making purchases that we'll never regret?
What, for instance, defines the perfect gift?

Brimming with wit and surprise, Shoptimism will be delightful and instructive reading for anyone with a
credit card and a healthy curiosity about American culture, through good times and bad. For here, in one
vivid journey, is a memorable, panoramic portrait of our everyday self-delusions, desires, and dreams.
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From reader reviews:

Roberto Reyes:

The ability that you get from Shoptimism: Why the American Consumer Will Keep on Buying No Matter
What will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Shoptimism: Why the
American Consumer Will Keep on Buying No Matter What giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the
author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you
for having this Shoptimism: Why the American Consumer Will Keep on Buying No Matter What instantly.

Adam Youngblood:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Shoptimism: Why the American Consumer
Will Keep on Buying No Matter What is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ann Goddard:

This Shoptimism: Why the American Consumer Will Keep on Buying No Matter What is completely new
way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this Shoptimism: Why the American Consumer Will Keep on Buying No Matter What can be the light food
to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think
that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Mellisa Holden:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Shoptimism: Why the American Consumer Will Keep on Buying No Matter What



can make you sense more interested to read.
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