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A leading cognitive scientist argues that a deep sense of good and evil is bred in the bone.
 
From John Locke to Sigmund Freud, philosophers and psychologists have long believed that we begin life as
blank moral slates. Many of us take for granted that babies are born selfish and that it is the role of
society—and especially parents—to transform them from little sociopaths into civilized beings. In Just
Babies, Paul Bloom argues that humans are in fact hardwired with a sense of morality. Drawing on
groundbreaking research at Yale, Bloom demonstrates that, even before they can speak or walk, babies judge
the goodness and badness of others’ actions; feel empathy and compassion; act to soothe those in distress;
and have a rudimentary sense of justice.

Still, this innate morality is limited, sometimes tragically. We are naturally hostile to strangers, prone to
parochialism and bigotry. Bringing together insights from psychology, behavioral economics, evolutionary
biology, and philosophy, Bloom explores how we have come to surpass these limitations. Along the way, he
examines the morality of chimpanzees, violent psychopaths, religious extremists, and Ivy League professors,
and explores our often puzzling moral feelings about sex, politics, religion, and race.
In his analysis of the morality of children and adults, Bloom rejects the fashionable view that our moral
decisions are driven mainly by gut feelings and unconscious biases. Just as reason has driven our great
scientific discoveries, he argues, it is reason and deliberation that makes possible our moral discoveries, such
as the wrongness of slavery. Ultimately, it is through our imagination, our compassion, and our uniquely
human capacity for rational thought that we can transcend the primitive sense of morality we were born with,
becoming more than just babies.

Paul Bloom has a gift for bringing abstract ideas to life, moving seamlessly from Darwin, Herodotus, and
Adam Smith to The Princess Bride, Hannibal Lecter, and Louis C.K. Vivid, witty, and intellectually probing,
Just Babies offers a radical new perspective on our moral lives.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Just Babies: The Origins of
Good and Evil book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Odessa Currie:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil
can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Anthony Wood:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil was
vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Just Babies: The Origins of Good
and Evil has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to
be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to
like reading that will.

Jeffrey Chambers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Just
Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil.
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