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This book explores the first encounters between Samoans and Europeans up to the arrival of the
missionaries, using all available sources for the years 1722 to the 1830s, paying special attention to the first
encounter on land with the Lapérouse expedition. Many of the sources used are French, and some of difficult
accessibility, and thus they have not previously been thoroughly examined by historians. Adding some
Polynesian comparisons from beyond Samoa, and reconsidering the so-called ‘Sahlins-Obeyesekere debate’
about the fate of Captain Cook, ‘First Contacts’ in Polynesia advances a hypothesis about the contemporary
interpretations made by the Polynesians of the nature of the Europeans, and about the actions that the
Polynesians devised for this encounter: wrapping Europeans up in ‘cloth’ and presenting ‘young girls’ for
‘sexual contact’. It also discusses how we can go back two centuries and attempt to reconstitute, even if only
partially, the point of view of those who had to discover for themselves these Europeans whom they call
‘Papalagi’. The book also contributes an additional dimension to the much-touted ‘Mead-Freeman debate’
which bears on the rules and values regulating adolescent sexuality in ‘Samoan culture’. Scholars have long
considered the pre-missionary times as a period in which freedom in sexuality for adolescents predominated.
It appears now that this erroneous view emerged from a deep misinterpretation of Lapérouse’s and Dumont
d’Urville’s narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Rosalie Lloyd:

The book 'First Contacts' in Polynesia: The Samoan Case (1722-1848), Western Misunderstandings about
Sexuality and Divinity can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book 'First Contacts' in Polynesia: The Samoan
Case (1722-1848), Western Misunderstandings about Sexuality and Divinity? A few of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book 'First Contacts' in Polynesia: The Samoan Case (1722-1848), Western
Misunderstandings about Sexuality and Divinity has simple shape however you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Catherine Benavidez:

This book untitled 'First Contacts' in Polynesia: The Samoan Case (1722-1848), Western Misunderstandings
about Sexuality and Divinity to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or
you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily
to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this
reserve from your list.

Rebecca Muldoon:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
'First Contacts' in Polynesia: The Samoan Case (1722-1848), Western Misunderstandings about Sexuality
and Divinity your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not
known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then
become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The 'First Contacts'
in Polynesia: The Samoan Case (1722-1848), Western Misunderstandings about Sexuality and Divinity
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for
your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Ronna Rutledge:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine



you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like 'First Contacts' in
Polynesia: The Samoan Case (1722-1848), Western Misunderstandings about Sexuality and Divinity which
is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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