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Behind our most beloved hymn is a fascinating story spanning continents, cultures, and centuries. Inspired
by the way "Amazing Grace" continues to change and grow in popularity, acclaimed music writer Steve
Turner embarks on a journey to trace the life of the hymn, from Olney, England, where it was written by
former slave trader John Newton, to tiny Plantain Island off the coast of Africa, where Newton was held
captive for almost a year, to the Kentucky-Tennessee border and other parts of the South, where the hymn
first began to spread.

Newton had been rescued from Africa by a merchant ship when, during an eleven-hour storm on the
Atlantic, he converted to Christianity. Years later, as a minister, he wrote the hymn for use among his
congregation. Through the nineteenth century, "Amazing Grace" appeared in more and more hymn books,
and in the twentieth century it rose to a gospel and folk standard before exploding into pop music. It has been
recorded by artists as varied as Elvis Presley, Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Tiny Tim, Al Green, Johnny Cash,
Rod Stewart, Chet Baker, and Destiny's Child. Amazing Grace closely examines this modern history of the
hymn through personal interviews with recording artists.

From John Newton's incredible life story to the hymn's role in American spirituality and culture, Amazing
Grace is an illuminating, thorough, and unprecedented musical history.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Martinez:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
Amazing Grace: The Story of America's Most Beloved Song.

Willie Adams:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Amazing Grace: The Story of America's Most Beloved Song.

Betty Peoples:

Beside this Amazing Grace: The Story of America's Most Beloved Song in your phone, it may give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Amazing Grace: The Story of America's Most Beloved Song because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it
from at this point!

Harold Thompson:

This Amazing Grace: The Story of America's Most Beloved Song is fresh way for you who has interest to
look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Amazing Grace: The
Story of America's Most Beloved Song can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable
by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one.



You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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