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World War II commando, Cold War spy, and CIA director under presidents Nixon and Ford, William Egan
Colby played a critical role in some of the most pivotal events of the twentieth century. A quintessential
member of the greatest generation, Colby embodied the moral and strategic ambiguities of the postwar
world, and first confronted many of the dilemmas about power and secrecy that America still grapples with
today.

In Shadow Warrior, eminent historian Randall B. Woods presents a riveting biography of Colby, revealing
that this crusader for global democracy was also drawn to the darker side of American power. Aiming to help
reverse the spread of totalitarianism in Europe and Asia, Colby joined the U.S. Army in 1941, just as
America entered World War II. He served with distinction in France and Norway, and at the end of the war
transitioned into America’s first peacetime intelligence agency: the CIA. Fresh from the fight against
fascism, Colby zealously redirected his efforts against international communism. He insisted on the
importance of fighting communism on the ground, doggedly applying guerilla tactics for counterinsurgency,
sabotage, surveillance, and information-gathering on the new battlefields of the Cold War. Over time, these
strategies became increasingly ruthless; as head of the CIA’s Far East Division, Colby oversaw an endless
succession of assassination attempts, coups, secret wars in Laos and Cambodia, and the Phoenix Program, in
which 20,000 civilian supporters of the Vietcong were killed. Colby ultimately came clean about many of the
CIA’s illegal activities, making public a set of internal reports—known as the “family jewels”—that haunt
the agency to this day. Ostracized from the intelligence community, he died under suspicious
circumstances—a murky ending to a life lived in the shadows.

Drawing on multiple new sources, including interviews with members of Colby’s family, Woods has crafted
a gripping biography of one of the most fascinating and controversial figures of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Shadow Warrior: William
Egan Colby and the CIA to read.

Nancy Smith:

Often the book Shadow Warrior: William Egan Colby and the CIA has a lot of information on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Jordan Sena:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Shadow Warrior: William Egan Colby and the CIA this guide consist
a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Lauren Smith:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book
Shadow Warrior: William Egan Colby and the CIA we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Shadow Warrior: William Egan
Colby and the CIA. You can more attractive than now.
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