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Wayne Koestenbaum returns with a zesty and hyper-literate collection of personal and critical essays

Wayne Koestenbaum has been described as "an impossible lovechild from a late-night, drunken three-way
between Joan Didion, Roland Barthes, and Susan Sontag" (Bidoun). In My 1980s and Other Essays, a
collection of extravagant range and style, he rises to the challenge of that improbable description.
My 1980s and Other Essays opens with a series of manifestos?or, perhaps more appropriately, a series of
impassioned disclosures, intellectual and personal. It then proceeds to wrestle with a series of major cultural
figures, the author's own lodestars and lodestones: literary (John Ashbery, Roberto Bolaño, James Schuyler),
artistic (Diane Arbus, Cindy Sherman, Andy Warhol), and simply iconic (Brigitte Bardot, Cary Grant, Lana
Turner). And then there is the personal?the voice, the style, the flair?that is unquestionably Koestenbaum. It
amounts to a kind of intellectual autobiography that culminates in a string of passionate calls to creativity;
arguments in favor of detail and nuance, and attention; a defense of pleasure, hunger, and desire in culture
and experience.
Koestenbaum is perched on the cusp of being a true public intellectual?his venues are more mainstream than
academic, his style is eye-catching, his prose unfailingly witty and passionate, his interests profoundly wide-
ranging and popular. My 1980s should be the book that pushes Koestenbaum off that cusp and truly into the
public eye.
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From reader reviews:

Vicki Allen:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed My 1980s and
Other Essays? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Nancy Brown:

This My 1980s and Other Essays tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The reason why of this My 1980s and Other Essays can be on the list of great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this My 1980s and Other Essays forcing you to have
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Sylvia Grable:

The actual book My 1980s and Other Essays has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Richard Rodriguez:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This My 1980s and Other
Essays is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read
it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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