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On February 4, 1986, the lives of thousands of workers changed in ways they could only begin to imagine.
On that day, United Technologies Corporation ordered the closure of the 76-year-old American Bosch
manufacturing plant in Springfield, Massachusetts, capping a nearly 32-year history of job loss and work
relocation from the sprawling factory. The author, a former Bosch worker and the business agent for the
union representing nearly 1,200 Bosch employees when the plant closed, interjects his personal recollections
into the story.For more than 150 years Springfield stood at the center of a prosperous 200-mile industrial
corridor along the Connecticut River, between Bridgeport, Connecticut, and Springfield, Vermont, populated
with hundreds of machine tool and metalworking plants and thousands of workers. This book is a historical
account of the profound economic collapse of the Connecticut River Valley region, with a particular focus on
Bosch, its workers, and its union. The shutdown is placed in the context of the wider region's
deindustrialization. The closure marked the watershed for large-firm metalworking and metalworking unions
in the Connecticut River Valley. The book also describes how the United States, in a ten-year period from
the mid-1970s to the mid-1980s, went from being the world's leading exporter of machine tools to its leading
importer, and how that sharp decline affected the region's leading city, Springfield, Massachusetts, which by
2005 was in danger of bankruptcy.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa McCann:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but
if you want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Metal
Fatigue: American Bosch and the Demise of Metalworking in the Connecticut River Valley (Work, Health
and Environment Series) (Work, Health, and Enviroment) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Carmen Flood:

This Metal Fatigue: American Bosch and the Demise of Metalworking in the Connecticut River Valley
(Work, Health and Environment Series) (Work, Health, and Enviroment) usually are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Metal Fatigue: American Bosch
and the Demise of Metalworking in the Connecticut River Valley (Work, Health and Environment Series)
(Work, Health, and Enviroment) can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this Metal Fatigue: American Bosch and the Demise of Metalworking in the
Connecticut River Valley (Work, Health and Environment Series) (Work, Health, and Enviroment) giving
you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Christopher Hickman:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Metal Fatigue:
American Bosch and the Demise of Metalworking in the Connecticut River Valley (Work, Health and
Environment Series) (Work, Health, and Enviroment) will give you a new experience in reading through a
book.

James Martin:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-



book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Metal Fatigue: American Bosch and the Demise of
Metalworking in the Connecticut River Valley (Work, Health and Environment Series) (Work, Health, and
Enviroment) can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Metal Fatigue: American Bosch and
the Demise of Metalworking in the Connecticut River Valley (Work, Health and Environment Series)
(Work, Health, and Enviroment).
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