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“This concise and lucid volume offers a satisfying survey of all the major theories, from structuralism in the
1960s to deconstruction today, that have made academic criticism both intriguing and off-putting to the
outsider.” —New York Times Book Review

 

“Literary Theory has the kind of racy readability that one associates more often with English critics who
have set their faces resolutely against theory. It’s not just a brilliant polemical essay; it’s also a remarkable
feat of condensation, explication, and synthesis.” —Sunday Times (London)

 

“A concise guide to the most interesting and mystifying trends in the study of literature over the last fifty
years.” —The Nation

 

This classic work covers all of the major movements in literary studies in this century. Noted for its clear,
engaging style and unpretentious treatment, Literary Theory has become the introduction of choice for
anyone interested in learning about the world of contemporary literary thought.

 

On the twenty-fifth anniversary of Literary Theory’s debut, Terry Eagleton reflects on the state of theory in
academia today, the growth of antitheory (itself an interesting theoretical subject), its common-if
problematic-place among survey coursework, and theory’s continued relevance to scholarly pursuits. In this
contemporary, retrospective moment, as scholars critically analyze the incredibly broad impact of the
theoretical movement, Literary Theory remains an essential initiation to the intellectually stimulating world
of theoretical analysis.

 

Terry Eagleton is John Edward Taylor professor of English literature at the University of Manchester. His
numerous books include The Meaning of Life, How to Read a Poem, and After Theory.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Scott:

The ability that you get from Literary Theory: An Introduction will be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to understand but Literary Theory: An Introduction giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Literary Theory: An Introduction instantly.

Jeffery Harman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Literary Theory: An Introduction can be very good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Deon Henderson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Literary Theory: An Introduction,
you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Joshua Miner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Literary Theory: An Introduction
book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Literary Theory: An Introduction as good book not
simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its
protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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