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THE NEW YORK OBSERVER: ONE OF THE TOP 10 BOOKS FOR FALL

A literary walking tour of New York City as seen through the eyes of American and British writers.

It's no wonder that New York has always been a magnet city for writers. Manhattan is one of the most
walkable cities in the world. While many novelists, poets, and essayists have enjoyed long walks in New
York, not all of them have had favorable impressions. Addressing an endlessly appealing subject, Walking
New York is a study of twelve American writers and several British writers who walked the streets of New
York and wrote about their impressions of the city in fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Seen through the eyes of Walt Whitman, Herman Melville, William Dean Howells, Jacob Riis, Henry James,
Stephen Crane, Theodore Dreiser, James Weldon Johnson, Alfred Kazin, Elizabeth Hardwick, Colson
Whitehead, and Teju Cole, almost all the works in Walking New York are about Manhattan, with only
Whitman and Kazin writing about Brooklyn. Though the writers were often irritated, disturbed, and
occasionally shocked by what they saw on their walks, they were still fascinated by the city William Dean
Howells called "splendidly and sordidly commercial" and Cynthia Ozick called "faithfully inconstant,
magnetic, man-made, unnatural-the synthetic sublime."

In this idiosyncratic guidebook to New York, celebrated writers ruminate on questions that are still hotly
debated to this day: the pros and cons of capitalism and the impact of immigration. Many imply that
New York is a bewildering text that is hard to make sense of. Returning to New York after an absence of two
decades, Henry James loathed many things about "bristling" New York, while native New Yorker Walt
Whitman both celebrated and criticized "Mannahatta" in his writings.

Combining literary scholarship with urban studies, Walking New York reveals how this crowded, dirty,
noisy, and sometimes ugly city gave these "restless analysts" plenty of fodder for their craft.
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From reader reviews:

Rocio Linville:

The book Walking New York: Reflections of American Writers from Walt Whitman to Teju Cole (Empire
State Editions) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Walking New York: Reflections of
American Writers from Walt Whitman to Teju Cole (Empire State Editions)? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give
for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Walking New York: Reflections of American Writers
from Walt Whitman to Teju Cole (Empire State Editions) has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Carroll Boggess:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Walking New York: Reflections of
American Writers from Walt Whitman to Teju Cole (Empire State Editions) book because this book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it as you know.

Cheree Rodriquez:

The e-book with title Walking New York: Reflections of American Writers from Walt Whitman to Teju Cole
(Empire State Editions) includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help
after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Tyler Dean:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Walking New York: Reflections
of American Writers from Walt Whitman to Teju Cole (Empire State Editions) that give your fun preference
will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method
for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So



, for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Walking New York:
Reflections of American Writers from Walt Whitman to Teju Cole (Empire State Editions) become your
starter.
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