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A leading expert on mental illness outlines the tragic consequences of deinstitutionalization and sounds
the call for reform.

Beginning in the 1960s in the United States, scores of patients with severe psychiatric disorders were
discharged from public mental hospitals. At the same time, activists forced changes in commitment laws that
made it impossible to treat half of the patients that left the hospital. The combined effect was profoundly
destructive. Today, among homeless persons, at least one-third are severely mentally ill; among the
incarcerated, at least one-tenth. Of those individuals living in our communities, many are the victims of
violent crime. Other untreated individuals commit crimes, including murder and assault. In The Insanity
Offense, E. Fuller Torrey takes full stock of this phenomenon, exploring the causes and consequences as he
weaves together narratives of individual tragedies in three states with sobering national data on our failure to
treat the mentally ill. In the book's final chapters, Torrey outlines what needs to be done to reverse this
ongoing—and accelerating—disaster.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hernandez:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Insanity Offense: How
America's Failure to Treat the Seriously Mentally Ill Endangers Its Citizens that give your fun preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Insanity Offense: How America's
Failure to Treat the Seriously Mentally Ill Endangers Its Citizens become your personal starter.

Audrey Stockman:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Insanity Offense:
How America's Failure to Treat the Seriously Mentally Ill Endangers Its Citizens will give you new
experience in reading a book.

Amy Nichols:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Insanity Offense: How America's Failure
to Treat the Seriously Mentally Ill Endangers Its Citizens can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Gloria Quinones:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top list in your reading list is usually The Insanity Offense: How America's Failure to Treat the
Seriously Mentally Ill Endangers Its Citizens. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can
get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get
many advantages.
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