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The first comprehensive biography of the legendary figure who defined excellence in American sports: Jim
Thorpe, arguably the greatest all-around athlete the United States has ever seen.

With clarity and a fine eye for detail, Kate Buford traces the pivotal moments of Thorpe’s incomparable
career: growing up in the tumultuous Indian Territory of Oklahoma; leading the Carlisle Indian Industrial
School football team, coached by the renowned “Pop” Warner, to victories against the country’s finest
college teams; winning gold medals in the 1912 Olympics pentathlon and decathlon; defining the burgeoning
sport of professional football and helping to create what would become the National Football League; and
playing long, often successful—and previously unexamined—years in professional baseball.

But, at the same time, Buford vividly depicts the difficulties Thorpe faced as a Native American—and a
Native American celebrity at that—early in the twentieth century. We also see the infamous loss of his
Olympic medals, stripped from him because he had previously played professional baseball, an event that
would haunt Thorpe for the rest of his life. We see his struggles with alcoholism and personal misfortune,
losing his first child and moving from one failed marriage to the next, coming to distrust many of the hands
extended to him. Finally, we learn the details of his vigorous advocacy for Native American rights while he
chased a Hollywood career, and the truth behind the supposed reinstatement of his Olympic record in 1982.

Here is the story—long overdue and brilliantly told—of a complex, iconoclastic, profoundly talented man
whose life encompassed both tragic limitations and truly extraordinary achievements.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Todd:

Here thing why this kind of Native American Son: The Life and Sporting Legend of Jim Thorpe are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Native American Son: The Life and Sporting
Legend of Jim Thorpe giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Native American Son: The Life and Sporting Legend of Jim
Thorpe. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened
in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or
even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of Native American Son: The Life and Sporting Legend of Jim Thorpe in e-book can be your
alternate.

Louis Jackson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Native American Son:
The Life and Sporting Legend of Jim Thorpe is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Earnest Koontz:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. Native American Son: The Life and Sporting Legend of Jim Thorpe can be your
answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Eddie McCoy:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Native American Son: The Life and
Sporting Legend of Jim Thorpe can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Native American
Son: The Life and Sporting Legend of Jim Thorpe.
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