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“No one except perhaps Eugene O’Neill and Tennessee Williams has aimed so high and achieved so much in
the American theater.”—John Lahr, The New Yorker

“A swelling battle hymn of transporting beauty. Theatergoers who have followed August Wilson’s career
will find in Gem a touchstone for everything else he has written.”—Ben Brantley, The New York Times

“Wilson’s juiciest material. The play holds the stage and its characters hammer home, strongly, the notion of
newfound freedom.”—Michael Phillips, Chicago Tribune

Gem of the Ocean is the play that begins it all. Set in 1904 Pittsburgh, it is chronologically the first work in
August Wilson’s decade-by-decade cycle dramatizing the African American experience during the 20th
century—an unprecedented series that includes the Pulitzer Prize–winning plays Fences and The Piano
Lesson. Aunt Esther, the drama’s 287-year-old fiery matriarch, welcomes into her Hill District home Solly
Two Kings, who was born into slavery and scouted for the Union Army, and Citizen Barlow, a young man
from Alabama searching for a new life. Gem of the Ocean recently played across the country and on
Broadway, with Phylicia Rashad as Aunt Esther.

Earlier in 2005, on the completion of the final work of his ten play cycle-surely the most ambitious American
dramatic project undertaken in our history-August Wilson disclosed his bout with cancer, an illness of
unusual ferocity that would eventually claim his life on October 2. Fittingly the Broadway theatre where his
last play will be produced in 2006 has been renamed the August Wilson Theater in his honor. His legacy will
animate the theatre and stir the human heart for decades to come.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Smith:

The book Gem of the Ocean give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make
your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Gem of the Ocean to get your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a book Gem of the Ocean. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Donovan Houseman:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Gem of the Ocean is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Richard Freed:

The guide untitled Gem of the Ocean is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of
the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Gem of the Ocean
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Donna Graham:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It
is identified as of book Gem of the Ocean. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind
the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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