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Shadows of Empire explores Javanese shadow theater as a staging area for negotiations between colonial
power and indigenous traditions. Charting the shifting boundaries between myth and history in Javanese
Mahabharata and Ramayana tales, Laurie J. Sears reveals what happens when these stories move from
village performances and palace manuscripts into colonial texts and nationalist journals and, most recently,
comic books and novels. Historical, anthropological, and literary in its method and insight, this work offers a
dramatic reassessment of both Javanese literary/theatrical production and Dutch scholarship on Southeast
Asia.
Though Javanese shadow theater (wayang) has existed for hundreds of years, our knowledge of its history,
performance practice, and role in Javanese society only begins with Dutch documentation and interpretation
in the nineteenth century. Analyzing the Mahabharata and Ramayana tales in relation to court poetry, Islamic
faith, Dutch scholarship, and nationalist journals, Sears shows how the shadow theater as we know it today
must be understood as a hybrid of Javanese and Dutch ideas and interests, inseparable from a particular
colonial moment. In doing so, she contributes to a re–envisioning of European histories that acknowledges
the influence of Asian, African, and New World cultures on European thought—and to a rewriting of
colonial and postcolonial Javanese histories that questions the boundaries and content of history and story,
myth and allegory, colonialism and culture.
Shadows of Empire will appeal not only to specialists in Javanese culture and historians of Indonesia, but
also to a wide range of scholars in the areas of performance and literature, anthropology, Southeast Asian
studies, and postcolonial studies.
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From reader reviews:

Ward Beaver:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Shadows of
Empire: Colonial Discourse and Javanese Tales book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Blanche Ball:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Shadows of Empire: Colonial Discourse and Javanese Tales book is
readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer involving Shadows of Empire: Colonial Discourse and Javanese Tales content conveys the idea
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Shadows of Empire: Colonial Discourse and
Javanese Tales is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Stephen Mosley:

Shadows of Empire: Colonial Discourse and Javanese Tales can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Shadows of Empire: Colonial Discourse and Javanese Tales but doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Richard Ault:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Shadows of Empire: Colonial Discourse and
Javanese Tales to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
to study it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Shadows of Empire: Colonial Discourse and
Javanese Tales can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of



that time.
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