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A lightning rod for liberal and conservative opposition alike, affirmative action has proved one of the more
divisive issues in the United States over the past five decades. Dennis Deslippe here offers a thoughtful study
of early opposition to the nation’s race- and gender-sensitive hiring and promotion programs in higher
education and the workplace. This story begins more than fifteen years before the 1978 landmark U.S.
Supreme Court case Regents of the University of California v. Bakke. Partisans attacked affirmative action
almost immediately after it first appeared in the 1960s. Liberals in the opposition movement played an
especially significant role. While not completely against the initiative, liberal opponents strove for "soft"
affirmative action (recruitment, financial aid, remedial programs) and against "hard" affirmative action
(numerical goals, quotas). In the process of balancing ideals of race and gender equality with competing
notions of colorblindness and meritocracy, they even borrowed the language of the civil rights era to make
far-reaching claims about equality, justice, and citizenship in their anti–affirmative action rhetoric. Deslippe
traces this conflict through compelling case studies of real people and real jobs. He asks what the
introduction of affirmative action meant to the careers and livelihoods of Seattle steelworkers, New York
asbestos handlers, St. Louis firemen, Detroit policemen, City University of New York academics, and
admissions counselors at the University of Washington Law School. Through their experiences, Deslippe
examines the diverse reactions to affirmative action, concluding that workers had legitimate grievances
against its hiring and promotion practices. In studying this phenomenon, Deslippe deepens our understanding
of American democracy and neoconservatism in the late twentieth century and shows how the liberals’ often
contradictory positions of the 1960s and 1970s reflect the conflicted views about affirmative action many
Americans still hold today.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Protesting Affirmative Action: The Struggle
over Equality after the Civil Rights Revolution (Reconfiguring American Political History) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Dolores Mika:

This book untitled Protesting Affirmative Action: The Struggle over Equality after the Civil Rights
Revolution (Reconfiguring American Political History) to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Hattie Adkins:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Protesting Affirmative Action: The Struggle
over Equality after the Civil Rights Revolution (Reconfiguring American Political History) can give you a
lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Protesting Affirmative Action: The Struggle
over Equality after the Civil Rights Revolution (Reconfiguring American Political History).

James Pitts:

You may get this Protesting Affirmative Action: The Struggle over Equality after the Civil Rights
Revolution (Reconfiguring American Political History) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing
or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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