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Tokugawa Japan ranks with ancient Athens as a society that not only tolerated, but celebrated, male
homosexual behavior. Few scholars have seriously studied the subject, and until now none have satisfactorily
explained the origins of the tradition or elucidated how its conventions reflected class structure and gender
roles. Gary P. Leupp fills the gap with a dynamic examination of the origins and nature of the tradition.
Based on a wealth of literary and historical documentation, this study places Tokugawa homosexuality in a
global context, exploring its implications for contemporary debates on the historical construction of sexual
desire.

Combing through popular fiction, law codes, religious works, medical treatises, biographical material, and
artistic treatments, Leupp traces the origins of pre-Tokugawa homosexual traditions among monks and
samurai, then describes the emergence of homosexual practices among commoners in Tokugawa cities. He
argues that it was "nurture" rather than "nature" that accounted for such conspicuous male/male sexuality and
that bisexuality was more prevalent than homosexuality. Detailed, thorough, and very readable, this study is
the first in English or Japanese to address so comprehensively one of the most complex and intriguing
aspects of Japanese history.
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From reader reviews:

Lenora Hungate:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Male Colors: The Construction of Homosexuality in
Tokugawa Japan. Try to the actual book Male Colors: The Construction of Homosexuality in Tokugawa
Japan as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Calvin Baker:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled Male Colors: The Construction of Homosexuality in Tokugawa Japan
can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mary Mohammad:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you
answer can be Male Colors: The Construction of Homosexuality in Tokugawa Japan why because the
amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

May Davidson:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Male Colors: The Construction
of Homosexuality in Tokugawa Japan can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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