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INTRODUCTION TO THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE MIDDLE AGES.

THE first period embraces a space of one thousand years— from Thales, 550 B.C., to Proclus, who died 485
A.D., and until the disappearance of pagan philosophy as an outward institution, 529 A.D. The second period
extends to the sixteenth century, and thus again embraces a thousand years, to pass over which we must
provide ourselves with seven-leagued boots. While Philosophy has hitherto found its place in the religion of
the heathen, from this time on it has its sphere within the Christian world; for Arabians and Jews have only
to b^_nqticed in an external and historic way.

1. Through the Neo-Platonic philosophy we have come into quite familiar acquaintance with the Idea of
Chris tianity, as the new religion which has entered into the world. For the Neo-Platonic philosophy has as
its essen tial principle the fact that the Absolute is determined as spirit in a concrete way, that God is not a
mere conception. Although the Absolute is Thought, it must, in order to be true, be concrete in itself and not
abstract; in what we have just seen we have, then, the first appearance of the

absolutely existent spirit. But in spite of their profound and true speculation, the Xeo-Platouists still had not
proved their doctrine that the Trinity is the truth, for there is lacking to it the form of inward necessity. The
Neo-Platonists begin from the One that determines itself, that sets a limit to itself from which the determinate
proceeds ; this, however, is itself an immediate method of presenta tion, and it is this that makes such
philosophers as Plotinus and Proclus so tiresome. Undoubtedly dialectic considera tions enter in, in which
the opposites which are conceived as absolute are shown to be null ; but this dialectic is not methodical, but
occurs only disconnectedly. The principle of retroversioii and comprehension found with the Xeo-Platonists
is that of substantiality generally, but because subjectivity is lacking, this idea of Spirit is deficient in one
moment, the moment of actuality, of the point which draws all moments into one, and which thereby
becomes immediate unity, universality, and Being. To them spirit is thus not individual spirit; and this
deficiency is made good through Christianity, in which spirit is found as actual, present spirit, immediately
existent in the world here and now, and the absolute spirit is known in the immediate present as man. ...
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From reader reviews:

Troy Ethridge:

This Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Volume 3 book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Volume 3 without we recognize teach the one who examining it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Volume 3
can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
in your lovely laptop even phone. This Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Volume 3 having great
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Amanda Kline:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Volume 3.

Irene Carpenter:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Volume 3. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making
the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Thomas Schroeder:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
So you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Lectures on the History
of Philosophy, Volume 3.
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