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Thanks to these generous donors for making the publication of the books in this series possible: Lloyd E.
Cotsen; the Maurice Amado Foundation; National Endowment for the Humanities; and the National
Foundation for Jewish Culture.

 

The second volume in a literary landmark Folktales from Eastern Europe presents 71 tales from Ashkenazic
culture in the most important collection of Jewish folktales ever published. It is the second volume in
Folktales of the Jews, the five-volume series to be released over the next several years, in the tradition of
Louis Ginzberg's classic, Legends of the Jews. The tales here and the others in this series have been selected
from the Israel Folktale Archives at The University of Haifa, Israel (IFA), a treasure house of Jewish lore
that has remained largely unavailable to the entire world until now.

Since the creation of the State of Israel, the IFA has collected more than 20,000 tales from newly arrived
immigrants, long-lost stories shared by their families from around the world. The tales come from the major
ethno-linguistic communities of the Jewish world and are representative of a wide variety of subjects and
motifs, especially rich in Jewish content and context.

Each of the tales is accompanied by in-depth commentary that explains the tale's cultural, historical, and
literary background and its similarity to other tales in the IFA collection, and extensive scholarly notes.
There is also an introduction that describes the Ashkenazic culture and its folk narrative tradition, a world
map of the areas covered, illustrations, biographies of the collectors and narrators, tale type and motif
indexes, a subject index, and a comprehensive bibliography. Until the establishment of the IFA, we had had
only limited access to the wide range of Jewish folk narratives. Even in Israel, the gathering place of the
most wide-ranging cross-section of world Jewry, these folktales have remained largely unknown. Many of
the communities no longer exist as cohesive societies in their representative lands; the Holocaust, migration,
and changes in living styles have made the continuation of these tales impossible. This series is a monument
to a rich but vanishing oral tradition.
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From reader reviews:

John Whetstone:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Folktales of the Jews, Vol. 2: Tales from Eastern
Europe can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Mark Miller:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book Folktales of the Jews, Vol. 2: Tales from Eastern Europe it is very
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily
to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

James Fox:

Why? Because this Folktales of the Jews, Vol. 2: Tales from Eastern Europe is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot
of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Edgar Villanueva:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Folktales of the Jews, Vol. 2: Tales from Eastern
Europe to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar
to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the
guide Folktales of the Jews, Vol. 2: Tales from Eastern Europe can to be your brand-new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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