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Just how did a dialect spoken by a handful of shepherds in Northern Spain become the world's second most
spoken language, the official language of twenty-one countries on two continents, and the unofficial second
language of the United States? Jean-Benoît Nadeau and Julie Barlow, the husband-and-wife team who
chronicled the history of the French language in The Story of French, now look at the roots and spread of
modern Spanish. Full of surprises and honed in Nadeau and Barlow's trademark style, combining personal
anecdote, reflections, and deep research, The Story of Spanish is the first full biography of a language that
shaped the world we know, and the only global language with two names?Spanish and Castilian.

The story starts when the ancient Phoenicians set their sights on "The Land of the Rabbits," Spain's original
name, which the Romans pronounced as Hispania. The Spanish language would pick up bits of Germanic
culture, a lot of Arabic, and even some French on its way to taking modern form just as it was about to
colonize a New World. Through characters like Queen Isabella, Christopher Columbus, Cervantes, and
Goya, The Story of Spanish shows how Spain's Golden Age, the Mexican Miracle, and the Latin American
Boom helped shape the destiny of the language. Other, more somber episodes, also contributed, like the
Spanish Inquisition, the expulsion of Spain's Jews, the destruction of native cultures, the political instability
in Latin America, and the dictatorship of Franco.

The Story of Spanish shows there is much more to Spanish than tacos, flamenco, and bullfighting. It explains
how the United States developed its Hispanic personality from the time of the Spanish conquistadors to Latin
American immigration and telenovelas. It also makes clear how fundamentally Spanish many American
cultural artifacts and customs actually are, including the dollar sign, barbecues, ranching, and cowboy
culture. The authors give us a passionate and intriguing chronicle of a vibrant language that thrived through
conquests and setbacks to become the tongue of Pedro Almodóvar and Gabriel García Márquez, of tango and
ballroom dancing, of millions of Americans and hundreds of millions of people throughout the world.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Gowen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Story of Spanish. Try to make book The Story of
Spanish as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Karen Horton:

This The Story of Spanish book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Story of Spanish
without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
become worry The Story of Spanish can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Story of Spanish
having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Harry Anderson:

Here thing why this kind of The Story of Spanish are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking
at a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or
not. The Story of Spanish giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no book that similar with The Story of Spanish. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Story of
Spanish in e-book can be your option.

Paul Jones:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The Story of Spanish when you desired it?
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