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In The Problem of Democracy in the Age of Slavery, W. Caleb McDaniel sets forth a new interpretation of
the Garrisonian abolitionists, stressing their deep ties to reformers and liberal thinkers in Great Britain and
Europe. The group of American reformers known as “Garrisonians” included, at various times, some of the
most significant and familiar figures in the history of the antebellum struggle over slavery: Wendell Phillips,
Frederick Douglass, and William Lloyd Garrison himself. Between 1830 and 1870, American abolitionists
led by Garrison developed extensive networks of friendship, correspondence, and intellectual exchange with
a wide range of European reformers?Chartists, free trade advocates, Irish nationalists, and European
revolutionaries. Garrison signaled the importance of these ties to his movement with the well-known
cosmopolitan motto he printed on every issue of his famous newspaper, The Liberator: “Our Country is the
World?Our Countrymen are All Mankind.” That motto serves as an impetus for McDaniel’s study, which
shows that Garrison and his movement must be placed squarely within the context of transatlantic mid-
nineteenth-century reform.

Through exposure to contemporary European thinkers?such as Alexis de Tocqueville, Giuseppe Mazzini,
and John Stuart Mill?Garrisonian abolitionists came to understand their own movement not only as an effort
to mold public opinion about slavery but also as a measure to defend democracy in an Atlantic World still
dominated by aristocracy and monarchy. While convinced that democracy offered the best form of
government, Garrisonians recognized that the persistence of slavery in the United States revealed problems
with the political system. They identified the participation of minority agitators as part of the process in a
healthy democratic society.

Ultimately, Garrisonians’ transatlantic activities reveal their deep patriotism, their interest in using public
opinion to affect American politics, and their similarities to other antislavery groups. By following
Garrisonian abolitionists across the Atlantic Ocean and exhaustively documenting their international
networks, McDaniel challenges many of the timeworn stereotypes that still cling to their movement. He
argues for a new image of Garrison’s band as politically savvy, intellectually sophisticated liberal reformers,
who were well informed about transatlantic debates regarding the problem of democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Manzo:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Problem of Democracy in the Age of Slavery:
Garrisonian Abolitionists and Transatlantic Reform (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World). Try to
face the book The Problem of Democracy in the Age of Slavery: Garrisonian Abolitionists and Transatlantic
Reform (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Myrtle Hamer:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a publication. The book The Problem of Democracy in the Age of Slavery:
Garrisonian Abolitionists and Transatlantic Reform (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) it is
very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high
quality.

Jeffrey Primo:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Problem of Democracy in the Age of Slavery: Garrisonian Abolitionists and Transatlantic Reform
(Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Joseph Felder:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Problem of Democracy in the Age of Slavery:
Garrisonian Abolitionists and Transatlantic Reform (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) was



vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Problem of Democracy in the Age of
Slavery: Garrisonian Abolitionists and Transatlantic Reform (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World)
has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to
like reading which.
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