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The“drama’ of the gifted—i.e., sensitive, alert—child consists of his recognition at avery early age of his
parents needs and of his adaptation to those needs. In the process, he learns to repress rather than to
acknowledge his own intense feelings because they are unacceptable to his parents. Although it will not
aways be possible to avoid these “ugly” fedlings (anger, indignation, despair, jeal ousy, fear) in the future,
they will split off, and the most vital part of the “true self” (akey phrase in Alice Miller’ s works) will not be
integrated into the personality. This leads to emotional insecurity and loss of self, which arerevealed in
depression or concealed behind afacade of grandiosity.Alice Miller defines the ideal state of genuine
vitality, of free access to the true self and to authentic individual feelings that have their roots in childhood,
as “healthy narcissism.” Narcissistic disturbances, on the other hand, represent for her solitary confinement
of the true self within the prison of the false self. Thisisregarded less as an illness than as atragedy. The
examples Alice Miller presents make us aware of the child's unarticul ated suffering and of the tragedy of
parents who are unavailable to their children—the same parents who, when they were children, were
availableto fill their parents’ needs. In her psychoanalytical work, Dr. Miller found that her patients' ability
to experience authentic feelings, especially feelings of sadness, had been for the most part destroyed; it was
her task to help her patientstry to regain that long-lost capacity for genuine feelings that is the source of
natural vitality. Many people who have read her books have discovered within themselves for the first time
in their lives the little child they once were. This may explain the unusually strong and deep reactions Alice
Miller's books have evoked in so many readers from different countries. The Drama of the Gifted Child and
the Search for the True Self isthe original title of the book, which was published in Germany.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Todd:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for awhileisreading. Y ep, by
reading areserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you who
want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Prisoners Of Childhood: The Drama of the Gifted
Child and the Search for the True Self book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

David Rivera:

Here thing why this particular Prisoners Of Childhood: The Drama of the Gifted Child and the Search for the
True Sdlf are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it dependsin
the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Prisoners Of Childhood: The Drama of
the Gifted Child and the Search for the True Self giving you information deeper including different ways,
you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Prisoners Of Childhood: The
Drama of the Gifted Child and the Search for the True Self. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should
you be having difficultiesin bringing the printed book maybe the form of Prisoners Of Childhood: The
Drama of the Gifted Child and the Search for the True Self in e-book can be your choice.

Stephen Phelps:

This Prisoners Of Childhood: The Drama of the Gifted Child and the Search for the True Self are usualy
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Prisoners
Of Childhood: The Drama of the Gifted Child and the Search for the True Self can be one of several great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual
with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
amost everywhere and whenever your conditionsin the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Prisoners
Of Childhood: The Drama of the Gifted Child and the Search for the True Self giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day task. So, let'shaveit and revel in reading.

Marion Driskell:

Beside that Prisoners Of Childhood: The Drama of the Gifted Child and the Search for the True Self in your
phone, it could possibly give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you fedl like an



previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Prisoners Of Childhood: The Drama of
the Gifted Child and the Search for the True Self because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from
currently!
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