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"Clive James is more or less the only living poet who manages to be both entertaining and moving."
?Edward Mendelson, Columbia University

Clive James is one of our finest critics and best-beloved cultural voices. He is also a prize-winning poet.
Since he was first enthralled by the mysterious power of poetry, he has been a dedicated student. In fact, for
him, poetry has been nothing less than the occupation of his lifetime, and in this book he presents a
distillation of all he’s learned about the art form that matters to him most.

With his customary wit, delightfully lucid prose style and wide-ranging knowledge, Clive James explains the
difference between the innocuous stuff so prevalent today and a real poem: the latter being a work of unity
that insists on being heard entire and threatens never to leave the memory. A committed formalist and an
astute commentator, James examines the poems and legacies of a panorama of twentieth-century poets,
from Hart Crane to Ezra Pound, from Ted Hughes to Anne Sexton. In some cases he includes second
readings or rereadings from later in life?just to be sure he wasn’t wrong the first time! Whether demanding
that poetry must be heard beyond the world of poetry or opining on his five favorite poets (Yeats, Frost,
Auden, Wilbur, and Larkin), James captures the whole truth of life's transience in this unforgettably eloquent
book on how to read and appreciate modern poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Neal:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Poetry Notebook: Reflections on the Intensity of
Language. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a new book Poetry Notebook: Reflections on the Intensity of Language. You can add expertise and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Shelly Rodriguez:

The feeling that you get from Poetry Notebook: Reflections on the Intensity of Language is a more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but Poetry Notebook: Reflections on the Intensity of Language giving
you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Poetry Notebook:
Reflections on the Intensity of Language instantly.

Della McDonald:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Poetry Notebook: Reflections
on the Intensity of Language that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then
how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you can pick Poetry Notebook: Reflections on the Intensity of Language become your starter.

Michael Beebe:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal
with may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Poetry Notebook: Reflections on the
Intensity of Language why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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