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In early 1860, pundits across America confidently predicted the election of Illinois senator Stephen A.
Douglas in the coming presidential race. Douglas, after all, led the only party that bridged North and South.
But the Democrats would split over the issue ofslavery, leading Southerners in the party to run their own
presidential slate. This opened the door for the upstart Republicans, exclusively Northern, to steal the Oval
Office. Dark horse Abraham Lincoln, not the first choice even of his own party, won the presidency with a
record-low 39.8 percent of the popular vote.

Acclaimed scholar Douglas R. Egerton chronicles the contest with a historian's keen insight and a veteran
political reporter's eye for detail. Vividly, Egerton re-creates the cascade of unforeseen events that
confounded political bosses, set North and South on the road to disunion, and put not Stephen Douglas, but
his greatest rival, in the White House.

We see Lincoln and his team outmaneuvering more prominent Republicans, like New York's grandiose
William Seward, while Democratic conventions collapse in confusion. And we see the gifted, flawed
Douglas marking his finest hour in defeat, as he strives, and fails, to save the Union. Year of Meteors
delivers a teeming cast of characters, minor and major, and a breakneck narrative of this most momentous
year in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Maes:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Year of Meteors: Stephen Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and the
Election that Brought on the Civil War ended up being making you to know about other understanding and
of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Year of Meteors:
Stephen Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and the Election that Brought on the Civil War is not only giving you
more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Year of Meteors: Stephen
Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and the Election that Brought on the Civil War. You never sense lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Raymond Harris:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is actually Year of Meteors: Stephen Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and the Election that
Brought on the Civil War.

Kim Phillips:

The book untitled Year of Meteors: Stephen Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and the Election that Brought on
the Civil War contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is possible
to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as
well as order it. Have a nice study.

Donald Goodman:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Year of Meteors: Stephen Douglas, Abraham
Lincoln, and the Election that Brought on the Civil War can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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