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Since World War II, the United States has been engaged in near-constant military conflict abroad, often with
ill-defined objectives, ineffectual strategy, and uncertain benefits. In this era of limited congressional
oversight and “wars of choice,” the executive and the armed services have shared the primary responsibility
for making war. The negotiations between presidents and their generals thus grow ever more significant, and
understanding them becomes essential.

Matthew Moten traces a sweeping history of the evolving roles of civilian and military leaders in conducting
war, demonstrating how war strategy and national security policy shifted as political and military institutions
developed, and how they were shaped by leaders’ personalities. Early presidents established the principle of
military subordination to civil government, and from the Civil War to World War II the president’s role as
commander-in-chief solidified, with an increasingly professionalized military offering its counsel. But
General Douglas MacArthur’s insubordination to President Harry Truman during the Korean War put
political-military tensions on public view. Subsequent presidents selected generals who would ally
themselves with administration priorities. Military commanders in Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan did just
that?and the results were poorly conceived policy and badly executed strategy.

The most effective historical collaborations between presidents and their generals were built on mutual
respect for military expertise and civilian authority, and a willingness to negotiate with candor and
competence. Upon these foundations, future soldiers and statesmen can ensure effective decision-making in
the event of war and bring us closer to the possibility of peace.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

The reason why? Because this Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War is
an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book
in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Hubert Wooten:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Presidents and Their Generals: An
American History of Command in War that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of
Command in War become your current starter.

Danny Floyd:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of
Command in War can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Presidents and Their
Generals: An American History of Command in War.

Lena Robertson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of
Command in War as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science



reserve, any other book likes Presidents and Their Generals: An American History of Command in War to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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