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Nearly seventy-five years ago, Donald Triplett of Forest, Mississippi, became the first child
diagnosed with autism. Beginning with his family’s odyssey, In a Different Key tells the extraordinary story
of this often misunderstood condition, and of the civil rights battles waged by the families of those who have
it. Unfolding over decades, it is a beautifully rendered history of ordinary people determined to secure a
place in the world for those with autism—by liberating children from dank institutions, campaigning for their
right to go to school, challenging expert opinion on what it means to have autism, and persuading society to
accept those who are different. 

It is the story of women like Ruth Sullivan, who rebelled against a medical establishment that blamed cold
and rejecting “refrigerator mothers” for causing autism; and of fathers who pushed scientists to dig harder for
treatments. Many others played starring roles too: doctors like Leo Kanner, who pioneered our understanding
of autism; lawyers like Tom Gilhool, who took the families’ battle for education to the courtroom; scientists
who sparred over how to treat autism; and those with autism, like Temple Grandin, Alex Plank, and Ari
Ne’eman, who explained their inner worlds and championed the philosophy of neurodiversity.

This is also a story of fierce controversies—from the question of whether there is truly an autism “epidemic,”
and whether vaccines played a part in it; to scandals involving “facilitated communication,” one of many
treatments that have proved to be blind alleys; to stark disagreements about whether scientists should pursue
a cure for autism. There are dark turns too: we learn about experimenters feeding LSD to children with
autism, or shocking them with electricity to change their behavior; and the authors reveal compelling
evidence that Hans Asperger, discoverer of the syndrome named after him, participated in the Nazi program
that consigned disabled children to death.

By turns intimate and panoramic, In a Different Key takes us on a journey from an era when families were
shamed and children were condemned to institutions to one in which a cadre of people with autism push not
simply for inclusion, but for a new understanding of autism: as difference rather than disability.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This In a Different Key: The Story of Autism is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Joseph Haner:

The reason? Because this In a Different Key: The Story of Autism is an unordinary book that the inside of
the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than
the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Fred Scott:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be read. In a Different Key: The Story of Autism can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Tracy Rojas:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit
or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this In a Different Key: The Story of Autism can make you experience more
interested to read.
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