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When wielded by the white majority, ethnic humor can be used to ridicule and demean marginalized groups.
In the hands of ethnic minorities themselves, ethnic humor can work as a site of community building and
resistance. In nearly all cases, however, ethnic humor can serve as a window through which to examine the
complexities of American race relations. In Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America, David Gillota explores
the ways in which contemporary comic works both reflect and participate in national conversations about
race and ethnicity.

Gillota investigates the manner in which various humorists respond to multiculturalism and the increasing
diversity of the American population. Rather than looking at one or two ethnic groups at a time—as is
common scholarly practice—the book focuses on the interplay between humorists from different ethnic
communities. While some comic texts project a fantasy world in which diverse ethnic characters coexist in a
rarely disputed harmony, others genuinely engage with the complexities and contradictions of multiethnic
America.

The first chapter focuses on African American comedy with a discussion of such humorists as Paul Mooney
and Chris Rock, who tend to reinforce a black/white vision of American race relations. This approach is
contrasted to the comedy of Dave Chappelle, who looks beyond black and white and uses his humor to place
blackness within a much wider multiethnic context.

Chapter 2 concentrates primarily on the Jewish humorists Sarah Silverman, Larry David, and Sacha Baron
Cohen—three artists who use their personas to explore the peculiar position of contemporary Jews who exist
in a middle space between white and other.

In chapter 3, Gillota discusses different humorous constructions of whiteness, from a detailed analysis of
South Park to “Blue Collar Comedy” and the blog Stuff White People Like.

Chapter 4 is focused on the manner in which animated children’s film and the network situation comedy
often project simplified and harmonious visions of diversity. In contrast, chapter 5 considers how many
recent works, such as Harold and Kumar Go to White Castle and the Showtime series Weeds, engage with
diversity in more complex and productive ways.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Lee:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America. All
type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Kristen Clifford:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America book
because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Sharon McMichael:

The publication untitled Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America is the e-book that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research
when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Nicholas McNeal:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled
update of news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the Ethnic Humor in Multiethnic America when you essential it?
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