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In the twentieth century, the Mekong Delta has emerged as one of Vietnam’s most important economic
regions. Its swamps, marshes, creeks, and canals have played a major role in Vietnam’s turbulent past, from
the struggles of colonialism to the Cold War and the present day. Quagmire considers these struggles, their
antecedents, and their legacies through the lens of environmental history.

Beginning with the French conquest in the 1860s, colonial reclamation schemes and pacification efforts
centered on the development of a dense network of new canals to open land for agriculture. These projects
helped precipitate economic and environmental crises in the 1930s, and subsequent struggles after 1945 led
to the balkanization of the delta into a patchwork of regions controlled by the Viet Minh, paramilitary
religious sects, and the struggling Franco-Vietnamese government. After 1954, new settlements were built
with American funds and equipment in a crash program intended to solve continuing economic and
environmental problems. Finally, the American military collapse in Vietnam is revealed as not simply a
failure of policy makers but also a failure to understand the historical, political, and environmental
complexity of the spaces American troops attempted to occupy and control.

By exploring the delta as a quagmire in both natural and political terms, Biggs shows how engineered
transformations of the Mekong Delta landscape - channelized rivers, a complex canal system, hydropower
development, deforestation - have interacted with equally complex transformations in the geopolitics of the
region. Quagmire delves beyond common stereotypes to present an intricate, rich history that shows how
closely political and ecological issues are intertwined in the human interactions with the water environment
in the Mekong Delta.

Watch the book trailer: http://www.youtube.com/user/UWashingtonPress#p/u/2/gp1-UItZqsk
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From reader reviews:

Yvonne Terrell:

Here thing why this Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser
Environmental Books) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Quagmire:
Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar
with Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books). It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened
in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser
Environmental Books) in e-book can be your alternative.

Robert Goddard:

The actual book Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental
Books) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Quagmire:
Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the
book.

Mary Clement:

The book untitled Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta (Weyerhaeuser
Environmental Books) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works.
It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice read.

Morgan Johnson:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list will be Quagmire: Nation-Building and Nature in the Mekong Delta
(Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you



closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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