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In Landscape of the Mind, John F. Hoffecker explores the origin and growth of the human mind, drawing on
archaeology, history, and the fossil record. He suggests that, as an indirect result of bipedal locomotion, early
humans developed a feedback relationship among their hands, brains, and tools that evolved into the capacity
to externalize thoughts in the form of shaped stone objects. When anatomically modern humans evolved a
parallel capacity to externalize thoughts as symbolic language, individual brains within social groups became
integrated into a "neocortical Internet," or super-brain, giving birth to the mind.

Noting that archaeological traces of symbolism coincide with evidence of the ability to generate novel
technology, Hoffecker contends that human creativity, as well as higher order consciousness, is a product of
the superbrain. He equates the subsequent growth of the mind with human history, which began in Africa
more than 50,000 years ago. As anatomically modern humans spread across the globe, adapting to a variety
of climates and habitats, they redesigned themselves technologically and created alternative realities through
tools, language, and art. Hoffecker connects the rise of civilization to a hierarchical reorganization of the
super-brain, triggered by explosive population growth. Subsequent human history reflects to varying degrees
the suppression of the mind's creative powers by the rigid hierarchies of nationstates and empires,
constraining the further accumulation of knowledge. The modern world emerged after 1200 from the
fragments of the Roman Empire, whose collapse had eliminated a central authority that could thwart
innovation. Hoffecker concludes with speculation about the possibility of artificial intelligence and the
consequences of a mind liberated from its organic antecedents to exist in an independent, nonbiological
form.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Sawyers:

Here thing why this specific Landscape of the Mind: Human Evolution and the Archaeology of Thought are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content
than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Landscape of the Mind: Human Evolution and
the Archaeology of Thought giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no reserve that similar with Landscape of the Mind: Human Evolution and the
Archaeology of Thought. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Landscape of the Mind: Human Evolution and the Archaeology
of Thought in e-book can be your alternate.

Tonya Deschamps:

This book untitled Landscape of the Mind: Human Evolution and the Archaeology of Thought to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Anita Rhodes:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Landscape of the Mind: Human Evolution and the Archaeology of Thought, you are able to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
e-book.

Amber Tyson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Landscape of the Mind: Human
Evolution and the Archaeology of Thought which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this



book? Let's notice.
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