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Starting in 1955, America began tracking its favorite songs on the Top 40 Charts. More than a record of our
collective music tastes, the charts became snapshots that reveal who we are. Now Thomas Ryan takes us
through all forty years, providing a wealth of insight based on exhaustive research.

Arranged chronologically, American Hit Radio puts 1,250 of the Top 40 songs in perspective, spotlighting
500 with carefully crafted essays describing the artists? backgrounds and inspirations, the cultural context of
the songs, and how the song styles and statements relate to the music scene before and since. From Fats
Domino to Nirvana, popular music reflects the radical changes we have experienced as a country and a
culture. American Hit Radio explores where our music has taken us in the last half-century—what we have
left behind, what persists, and why.

Whether the song is ?Maybelline? or ?Billie Jean,? popular music is something we all share. American Hit
Radio is more than an enjoyable popular music survey, it?s a vivid cultural history of the American psyche.

About the Author

Thomas Ryan, a music reviewer and obsessive vintage vinyl collector, has been an active drummer for the
past twenty years. He has spent the past decade actively studying the Top 40 lists, accumulating in the
process a massive collection of music and videos.
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Buentello:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this American Hit Radio: A History of
Popular Singles From 1955 to the Present to read.

Timothy Hawkins:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love American Hit Radio: A History of Popular
Singles From 1955 to the Present, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its referred to as reading friends.

Abel Cooke:

Beside that American Hit Radio: A History of Popular Singles From 1955 to the Present in your phone, it
can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have American Hit Radio: A History of Popular Singles From 1955 to the
Present because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from right now!

Michael Aldrich:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That American Hit Radio: A History of Popular Singles
From 1955 to the Present can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have
thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have American Hit Radio:
A History of Popular Singles From 1955 to the Present.
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