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“Cowan has brought to life a fascinating part of TR’s story usually left out of the history books. He
tellsit with verve and suspense, warts and all, hisinsights deepened by his own impr essive background
asademocracy activist.” 2Adam Hochschild, author of To End All Wars

Let the People Rule tells the exhilarating story of the four-month campaign that changed American politics
forever. In 1912 Theodore Roosevelt came out of retirement to challenge his close friend and handpicked
successor, William Howard Taft, for the Republican Party nomination. To overcome the power of the
incumbent, TR seized on the idea of presidential primaries, telling bosses everywhere to “L et the People
Rule.” The cheers and jeers of rowdy supporters and detractors echo from Geoffrey Cowan’s pages as he
explores TR’ s fight-to-the-finish battle to win popular support. After sweeping nine out of thirteen primaries,
he felt entitled to the nomination. But the party bosses proved too powerful, leading Roosevelt to walk out of
the convention and create a new political party of his own.

Using atrove of newly discovered documents, Cowan takes readers inside the colorful, dramatic, and often
mean-spirited campaign, describing the political machinations and intrigue and painting indelible portraits of
its larger-than-life characters. But Cowan also exposes the more unsavory parts of TR’s campaign: seamy
backroom deals, bribes made in TR’'s name during the Republican Convention, and then the shocking
political calculation that led TR to ban any black delegates from the Deep South from his new “Bull Moose
Party.”

In this utterly compelling work, Cowan illuminates lessons of the past that have great resonance for
American politics today.

8 pages of illustrations
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From reader reviews:
Gina Dana;

This Let the People Rule: Theodore Roosevelt and the Birth of the Presidential Primary book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This specific Let the People Rule: Theodore Roosevelt
and the Birth of the Presidential Primary without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Let the People Rule: Theodore Roosevelt and
the Birth of the Presidential Primary can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Let the
People Rule: Theodore Roosevelt and the Birth of the Presidential Primary having fine arrangement in word
aswell aslayout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Robert Rooks:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the erawhich is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming to anindividual is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Let the People Rule: Theodore Roosevelt and the Birth
of the Presidential Primary is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

David Packard:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games al day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is ook
different you can read a book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent all day every day to reading areserve. The book L et the People Rule: Theodore Roosevelt and the
Birth of the Presidential Primary it is quite good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended
this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis
not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Earnest Koontz:

L et the People Rule: Theodore Roosevelt and the Birth of the Presidential Primary can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his’her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in



writing Let the People Rule: Theodore Roosevelt and the Birth of the Presidential Primary nevertheless
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that

maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
imagining.
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