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In Cold Fear: The Catcher in the Rye Censorship Controversies and Postwar American Character Pamela
Hunt Steinle

In Cold Fear examines the censorship controversies over J. D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye as a cultural
debate occurring across America, 1954-present. Catcher presents a narrative in which adolescent embrace of
American ideals of individualism and egalitarianism lead to criticism and rejection of dominant postwar
social practices—a narrative as threatening to some adults as it is heartening to others. Attempts to remove
Catcher from high schools as an "un-American" text have generated continuous and extensive controversy,
distinguishing it as one of the most frequently taught postwar novels—and the most frequently censored.

Treating Catcher as a cultural Rorschach test, In Cold Fear tracks debate discourse in open-ended interviews,
public media, editorial letters, and in school board and community meetings in Alabama, California, New
Mexico, and Virginia. Debate participants express common agreement with Salinger’s critique of postwar
American life but divide over whether adolescents should be either exposed to or protected from this
perspective. The peculiar angst of the debate is explained by participants’ articulation of a wizening of the
American spirit: a declining vision of American exceptionalism, recognition of social powerlessness, and
fearfulness of an uncertain American future rooted in the threat of nuclear annihilation.

In Cold Fear provides historical post-holes for understanding how differing audiences interpreted Catcher
and offers a suggestive context for understanding the contemporary anxieties of America’s "troubled teens."
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Haskin:

This book untitled IN COLD FEAR: THE CATCHER IN THE RYE CENSORSHIP CONTRO to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from
your list.

Ivan Caputo:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this IN COLD
FEAR: THE CATCHER IN THE RYE CENSORSHIP CONTRO.

Albert Christensen:

Typically the book IN COLD FEAR: THE CATCHER IN THE RYE CENSORSHIP CONTRO has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Debbie Gagnon:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This IN COLD FEAR: THE
CATCHER IN THE RYE CENSORSHIP CONTRO is simple to develop you can read it in the playground,
in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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