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Why did the size of the U.S. economy increase by 3 percent on one day in mid-2013--or Ghana's balloon by
60 percent overnight in 2010? Why did the U.K. financial industry show its fastest expansion ever at the end
of 2008--just as the world's financial system went into meltdown? And why was Greece's chief statistician
charged with treason in 2013 for apparently doing nothing more than trying to accurately report the size of
his country's economy? The answers to all these questions lie in the way we define and measure national
economies around the world: Gross Domestic Product. This entertaining and informative book tells the story
of GDP, making sense of a statistic that appears constantly in the news, business, and politics, and that seems
to rule our lives--but that hardly anyone actually understands.

Diane Coyle traces the history of this artificial, abstract, complex, but exceedingly important statistic from its
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century precursors through its invention in the 1940s and its postwar golden age,
and then through the Great Crash up to today. The reader learns why this standard measure of the size of a
country's economy was invented, how it has changed over the decades, and what its strengths and
weaknesses are. The book explains why even small changes in GDP can decide elections, influence major
political decisions, and determine whether countries can keep borrowing or be thrown into recession. The
book ends by making the case that GDP was a good measure for the twentieth century but is increasingly
inappropriate for a twenty-first-century economy driven by innovation, services, and intangible goods.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

The reason why? Because this GDP: A Brief but Affectionate History is an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on
the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Deborah Tate:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The GDP: A Brief
but Affectionate History will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Diane Dockins:

This GDP: A Brief but Affectionate History is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this GDP: A Brief but
Affectionate History can be the light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is
the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and
knowledge.

Denise Kerrigan:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred
to as of book GDP: A Brief but Affectionate History. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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