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Centuries ago Thomas Aquinas remarked that there can be no joy in life if there is no joy in one's work.
Drawing upon the seminal insights of Rene Girard, Clever as Serpents confronts this timeless issue of
finding peace in one's work and offers practical guidance on how people, acting together, can cultivate
virtuous business.

Clever as Serpents provides ethical insight in business life, the job market, and office politics, revealing that
business culture, while often corrupt, can be transformed through the practice of asceticism. It suggests that
instead of renouncing worldly comforts and retreating to a monastery, business asceticism embraces and
masters the discomforts of business life through disciplined and unique approach to the rigors of the
competitive marketplace.

Clever as Serpents is divided into two parts - theory and strategy. Chapters one through five deal with a
unique approach to management theory and the behavior of financial markets. It first examines the myths
that hide the reality of the marketplace. Chapter two examines the myth of freedom; chapter three, the myth
of competition. With these myths exposed, chapters four and five examine the secret of the marketplace
through the theories of borrowed desire" and the management complex. Chapters six through ten deal with
practical techniques for dealing with the jungle of office politics. Chapter six relates the theory of "borrowed
desire" to the dynamics of office gossip. Chapters seven through nine offer practical tips on surviving office
politics, becoming successful, and redeeming the marketplace through ethical action.

For the many people who experience the workplace as frustrating or unfair, struggle with office politics - as
well as the question of whether their workday lives have any religious significance or spiritual depth - this
work provides concrete suggestions for practicing an ethics of survival, of success, and of service.

Jim Grote works in stewardship and development for a Roman Catholic archdiocese. He has taught business
ethics and philosophy at several colleges and universities. Co-author ofTheology and Technology, he has
written articles for the Catholic Worker, Church, Cistercian Studies Quarterly, Cross Currents, and
Spirituality Today.

John McGeeney, an attorney for a financial services company, has worked in securities law for a Fortune
500company, and for a large social service organization in New York City.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Reynolds:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Clever as Serpents: Business Ethics and Office Politics (Zacchaeus Studies:
Theology). Try to the actual book Clever as Serpents: Business Ethics and Office Politics (Zacchaeus
Studies: Theology) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

William Todaro:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Clever as Serpents: Business Ethics and Office Politics (Zacchaeus Studies: Theology) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Clever as Serpents: Business Ethics and Office
Politics (Zacchaeus Studies: Theology) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Norman Duque:

This Clever as Serpents: Business Ethics and Office Politics (Zacchaeus Studies: Theology) is great
publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great
coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Clever as Serpents: Business Ethics and Office
Politics (Zacchaeus Studies: Theology) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right
but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt that will?

Clarice Stephens:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly



because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The Clever
as Serpents: Business Ethics and Office Politics (Zacchaeus Studies: Theology) provide you with new
experience in looking at a book.
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