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A deeply personal memoir of the private Ray Charles - the man behind the legend - by his eldest son.

Ray Charles is an American music legend. A multiple Grammy Award-winning composer, pianist, and
singer with an inimitable vocal style and a catalog of hits including "What I Say," "Georgia on My Mind,"
"Unchain My Heart," "I Can't Stop Loving You," and "America the Beautiful," Ray Charles's music is loved
by fans around the world.

Now his eldest son, Ray Charles Robinson Jr., shares an intimate glimpse of the man behind the music, with
never-before-told stories. Going beyond the fame, the concerts, and the tours, Ray Jr. opens the doors of his
family home and reveals their private lives with fondness and frankness.

He shares his father's grief and guilt over his little brother's death at the age of five — as well of moments of
personal joy, like watching his father run his hands over the Christmas presents under their tree while singing
softly to himself. He tells of how Ray overcame the challenges of being blind, even driving cars, riding a
Vespa, and flying his own plane. And, in gripping detail, he reveals how as a six-year-old boy he saved his
father's life one harrowing night.

Ray Jr. writes honestly about the painful facts of the addiction that nearly destroyed his father's life. His
father's struggles with heroin addiction, his arrests, and how he ultimately kicked the drug cold turkey are
presented in unflinching detail. Ray Jr. also shares openly about how, as an adult, he fell victim to the same
temptations that plagued his father.

He paints a compassionate portrait of his mother, Della, whose amazing voice as a gospel singer first
attracted Ray Charles. Though her husband's drug use, his womanizing, and the paternity suits leveled
against him constantly threatened the stability of the Robinson home, Della exhibited incredible resilience
and inner strength.

Told with deep love and fearless candor, You Don't Know Me is the powerful and poignant story of the Ray
Charles the public never saw — the father and husband and fascinating human being who also happened to
be one of the greatest musicians of all time.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy McCulloch:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled You Don't Know Me: Reflections of My Father,
Ray Charles can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jesica Demarco:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
You Don't Know Me: Reflections of My Father, Ray Charles your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get ahead of. The You Don't Know Me: Reflections of My Father, Ray Charles giving you one
more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this
era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare
time activity?

Jerry Jackman:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping You Don't Know Me:
Reflections of My Father, Ray Charles that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick You Don't Know Me: Reflections of My
Father, Ray Charles become your own personal starter.

Felecia Holst:

You will get this You Don't Know Me: Reflections of My Father, Ray Charles by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book.
In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most



important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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