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“[I]t does not seem to have affected any one with a sense of final destruction, with any foreboding of
irreparable disaster. Every one is talking of it this afternoon, and no one is in the least degree dismayed. I
have talked and listened in two clubs, watched people in cars and in the street, and one man is glad that
Chinatown will be cleared out for good; another's chief solicitude is for Millet's 'Man with the Hoe.' 'They'll
cut it out of the frame,' he says, a little anxiously. 'Sure.' But there is no doubt anywhere that San Francisco
can be rebuilt, larger, better, and soon. Just as there would be none at all if all this New York that has so
obsessed me with its limitless bigness was itself a blazing ruin. I believe these people would more than half
like the situation." – H.G. Wells

On April 18, 1906, most of the residents of the city of San Francisco were sound asleep when the ground
started to shake around 5:15 a.m., but what started as fairly soft tremors turned into a violent shaking in all
directions. The roar of the earthquake unquestionably woke up residents, at least those fortunate enough not
to be immediately swallowed by the cracks opening up in the ground. The earthquake lasted about a minute,
but it had enough destructive force to divert the course of entire rivers and level much of the 9th largest city
in America at the time.

Unfortunately for San Franciscans, the worst was yet to come. During the earthquake, the city’s gas mains
and water mains were ruptured, which had the effects of starting a number of fires and preventing the
residents from being equipped to fight them. Without water to truly fight the blaze, the city’s officials
actually resorted to demolishing buildings in hopes of containing the fire, and witnesses reported seeing San
Franciscans trapped in the burning buildings being shot by authorities instead of letting them burn alive. The
fires lasted three days, and by the time they were done, 80% of the city was in ruins, about 60% of the
residents were homeless, and an estimated 3,000-6,000 were dead. In fact, the fires were so devastating that
contemporary San Franciscans called the disaster “The Fire.”

Although the resulting fires may have done the most damage, the widespread destruction made clear to city
leaders that the new buildings would need better safety codes and protection against subsequent earthquakes.
The city reinforced new buildings against earthquakes and fixed older surviving buildings to better deal with
future earthquakes, and the city also created the Auxiliary Water Supply System to prevent a repeat of the
1906 disaster.

At the same time, there was a determined sense of resolve to rebuild San Francisco into a bigger and better
city, and financial assistance flowed to the shattered city from all across the country. Even as refugee camps
were set up in parks and sheltered people for a few years, the U.S. Army and other volunteers helped provide
for the people, and despite suffering damage amounting to the equivalent of over $6 billion in today’s
dollars, California governor George C. Pardee was right when he predicted, "This is not the first time that
San Francisco has been destroyed by fire, I have not the slightest doubt that the City by the Golden Gate will



be speedily rebuilt, and will, almost before we know it, resume her former great activity."

The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906: The Deadliest Earthquake in American History chronicles the
deadliest natural disaster in California’s history and one of the most important seismic events on record.
Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the San Francisco
Earthquake of 1906 like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Neal:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906: The Story of the
Deadliest Earthquake in American History.

Angela Dreiling:

The e-book with title The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906: The Story of the Deadliest Earthquake in
American History has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read
this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Donald Benson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be The San Francisco Earthquake of 1906: The Story of the Deadliest
Earthquake in American History why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Duane Sills:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The San Francisco
Earthquake of 1906: The Story of the Deadliest Earthquake in American History can be the reply, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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