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At a time when the label "conservative" is indiscriminately applied to fundamentalists, populists, libertarians,
fascists, and the advocates of one or another orthodoxy, this volume offers a nuanced and historically
informed presentation of what is distinctive about conservative social and political thought. It is an anthology
with an argument, locating the origins of modern conservatism within the Enlightenment and distinguishing
between conservatism and orthodoxy. Bringing together important specimens of European and American
conservative social and political analysis from the mid-eighteenth century through our own day,
Conservatism demonstrates that while the particular institutions that conservatives have sought to conserve
have varied, there are characteristic features of conservative argument that recur over time and across
national borders.

The book proceeds chronologically through the following sections: Enlightenment Conservatism (David
Hume, Edmund Burke, and Justus Möser), The Critique of Revolution (Burke, Louis de Bonald, Joseph de
Maistre, James Madison, and Rufus Choate), Authority (Matthew Arnold, James Fitzjames Stephen),
Inequality (W. H. Mallock, Joseph A. Schumpeter), The Critique of Good Intentions (William Graham
Sumner), War (T. E. Hulme), Democracy (Carl Schmitt, Schumpeter), The Limits of Rationalism (Winston
Churchill, Michael Oakeshott, Friedrich Hayek, Edward Banfield), The Critique of Social and Cultural
Emancipation (Irving Kristol, Peter Berger and Richard John Neuhaus, Hermann Lübbe), and Between
Social Science and Cultural Criticism (Arnold Gehlen, Philip Rieff). The book contains an afterword on
recurrent tensions and dilemmas of conservative thought.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Thompson:

In other case, little persons like to read book Conservatism. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Conservatism. You can
add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Monika Cunniff:

The book Conservatism has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get
a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this
book.

George Tucker:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Conservatism is simple to develop you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Mark Brainerd:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Conservatism can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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