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Named One of the "Best Books of 2012" by the Editors of The Huffington Post  Many people throughout
the world "inhabit" imaginary worlds communally and persistently, parsing Harry Potter and exploring
online universes. These activities might seem irresponsibly escapist, but history tells another story.
Beginning in the late nineteenth century, when Sherlock Holmes became the world's first "virtual reality"
character, readers began to colonize imaginary worlds, debating serious issues and viewing reality in
provisional, "as if" terms rather than through essentialist, "just so" perspectives. From Lovecraft's Cthulhu
Mythos and Tolkien's Middle-earth to the World of Warcraft and Second Life, As If provides a cultural
history that reveals how we can remain enchanted but not deluded in an age where fantasy and reality
increasingly intertwine.
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From reader reviews:

John Folsom:

The book As If: Modern Enchantment and the Literary PreHistory of Virtual Reality can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
great thing like a book As If: Modern Enchantment and the Literary PreHistory of Virtual Reality? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book As If: Modern Enchantment
and the Literary PreHistory of Virtual Reality has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Brenda Taylor:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The As If: Modern Enchantment and the Literary
PreHistory of Virtual Reality is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Norman Brown:

The reserve with title As If: Modern Enchantment and the Literary PreHistory of Virtual Reality includes a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Frederick Palazzo:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This As If: Modern Enchantment
and the Literary PreHistory of Virtual Reality is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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