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From the time of its first publication, Tearoom Trade engendered controversy. It was also accorded an
unusual amount of praise for a first book on a marginal, intentionally self-effacing population by a
previously unknown sociologist. The book was quickly recognized as an important, imaginative, and useful
contribution to our understanding of "deviant" sexual activity. Describing impersonal, anonymous sexual
encounters in public restrooms—"tearooms" in the argot—the book explored the behavior of men whose
closet homosexuality was kept from their families and neighbors.

By posing as an initiate, the author was able to engage in systematic observation of homosexual acts in
public settings, and later to develop a more complete picture of those involved by interviewing them in their
homes, again without revealing their unwitting participation in his study.

This enlarged edition of Tearoom Trade includes the original text, together with a retrospect, written by
Nicholas von Hoffman, Irving Louis Horowitz, Lee Rainwater, Donald P. Warwick, and Myron Glazer. The
material added includes a perspective on the social scientist at work and the ethical problems to which that
work may give rise, along with debate by the book's initial critics and proponents. Humphreys added a
postscript and his views on the opinion expressed in the retrospect.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public places
(Observations) ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public
places (Observations) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
together with the book Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public places (Observations). You never sense lose
out for everything in case you read some books.

Kara Corbett:

This Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public places (Observations) book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public places (Observations)
without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry
Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public places (Observations) can bring any time you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone.
This Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public places (Observations) having very good arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Terrie Delgadillo:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public places
(Observations) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Maryellen Tilley:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in
public places (Observations) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content



will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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