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Chicago began as a frontier town on the edge of white settlement and as the product of removal of culturally
rich and diverse indigenous populations. The town grew into a place of speculation with the planned building
of the Illinois and Michigan canal, a boomtown, and finally a mature city of immigrants from both overseas
and elsewhere in the US. In this environment, cultures mixed, first at the taverns around Wolf Point, where
the forks of the Chicago River join, and later at the jazz and other clubs along the “Stroll” in the black belt,
and in the storefront ethnic restaurants of today. Chicago was the place where the transcontinental railroads
from the West and the “trunk” roads from the East met. Many downtown restaurants catered specifically to
passengers transferring from train to train between one of the five major downtown railroad stations. This
also led to “destination” restaurants, where Hollywood stars and their onlookers would dine during overnight
layovers between trains. At the same time, Chicago became the candy capital of the US and a leading city for
national conventions, catering to the many participants looking for a great steak and atmosphere.

Beyond hosting conventions and commerce, Chicagoans also simply needed to eat—safely and relatively
cheaply. Chicago grew amazingly fast, becoming the second largest city in the US in 1890. Chicago itself
and its immediate surrounding area was also the site of agriculture, both producing food for the city and for
shipment elsewhere. Within the city, industrial food manufacturers prospered, highlighted by the meat
processors at the Chicago stockyards, but also including candy makers such as Brach’s and Curtiss, and
companies such as Kraft Foods. At the same time, large markets for local consumption emerged. The food
biography of Chicago is a story of not just culture, economics, and innovation, but also a history of
regulation and regulators, as they protected Chicago’s food supply and built Chicago into a city where people
not only come to eat, but where locals rely on the availability of safe food and water. With vivid details and
stories of local restaurants and food, Block and Rosing reveal Chicago to be one of the foremost eating
destinations in the country.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Hutter:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Chicago: A Food Biography
(Big City Food Biographies) to read.

David Paras:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Chicago:
A Food Biography (Big City Food Biographies) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Evelyn Ross:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Chicago: A Food Biography (Big City Food Biographies)
why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Mitchell Wilder:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Chicago: A Food Biography (Big City
Food Biographies) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these guides have than the others?
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