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Botánicas is an exploration in text and photographs of spiritual shops found in Latino neighborhoods
throughout the United States. Readers discover these marvelous spaces and their alternative spiritualities that
help patrons cope with the grind and challenges of city life. Botánicas provide access to an array of invisible
powers and sell the ingredients to construct symbolic solutions to their patrons' problems. The stores are
bright and baroque, and the powers they invoke come from religious traditions in Africa, Europe, Asia, and
the native Americas. In Botánicas, Joseph M. Murphy offers a cultural history of the devotions on display
and a reflection on the efficacy of their powers to heal. Readers will come to see that the goods and
devotions of botánicas give their patrons--mostly Latino, often immigrants--pathways for empowerment and
transformation. The name botánicas comes from the "botanicals" for sale, herbs and plants with healing
powers. The pharmacopeia of botánicas can be vast, and owners may know hundreds of remedies for treating
problems of health, wealth, and love. Botánicas vend herbs for upset stomach, herbs for finding a job, and
herbs for wooing back a wayward spouse. Supplementing these medicinal and magical plants, botánicas sell
candles, holy statues, and tools for devotion to an array of spiritual powers--Catholic saints, African gods,
indigenous spirits, and Asian divinities. Each spirit has its own ritual of petition, and botánica owners can
discern the proper offerings and prayers to help the supplicant. Murphy explains the religions of the botánica
with subtlety and sensitivity. He gives readers a deep sense of the contexts of the stores and a sophisticated
analysis of the religious traditions that suffuse them. Visually fascinating, culturally rich, and religiously
profound, Botánicas is a window into a world of beauty and power.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Flinchum:

Here thing why this Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban America are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban
America giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there
is no guide that similar with Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban America. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban America in e-book can be your option.

Greta Rivera:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban
America it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book provides high quality.

Mark Clark:

This Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban America is great reserve for you because
the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in Urban America in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world
within ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Katherine Holt:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you



are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list is usually Botánicas: Sacred Spaces of Healing and Devotion in
Urban America. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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