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The Wayward Woman takes a fresh look at the Progressive Era, recasting the turn-of-the-century debate on
gender roles and prostitution. Recapitulating and transcending extant studies of female delinquency,
prostitution literature, and Progressive womanhood, this work understands “female waywardness” as the
critical intersection between the rise of female emancipation and the panic inspired by the period’s obsession
with sexual enslavement. Concurrently, it explores the Progressive ambivalence about compassion and
control which unfolded alongside a war on prostitution that traversed the realms of law, medicine, literature
and politics. Drawing on theories of performativity the author develops “the wayward woman” as a
capacious analytical category that encompasses all women who, countering the residual injunction of
domesticity, brought new forms of femininity into the light of the public sphere: the activist, the professional
and the divorcee, but also the female breadwinner, the charity girl and the urban woman of color––among
many others. The book investigates the continuum of waywardness that stretches from the high-minded New
Woman to the ever-victimized “white slave” as a cultural battlefield where numerous women stepped across
the boundaries of class, race and respectability to claim new public personas. At the same time it reads the
preoccupation with white slavery both as a symptom of and an antidote to this wave of change. Through an
innovating collection of sources which brings together sociological writings, novels, plays, movies and legal
documents, the book rearticulates the tensions of the Progressive Era between gender roles, blackness and
whiteness, reformers and reformed, the citizens and the state. The Wayward Woman will be of much interest
to students and scholars in the fields of American studies, women studies and performance studies.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for people. The book The Wayward Woman: Progressivism, Prostitution, and Performance in
the United States, 1888-1917 has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Wayward Woman:
Progressivism, Prostitution, and Performance in the United States, 1888-1917 is not only giving you much
more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book The Wayward Woman:
Progressivism, Prostitution, and Performance in the United States, 1888-1917. You never really feel lose out
for everything in the event you read some books.

Bobby Tremblay:

This The Wayward Woman: Progressivism, Prostitution, and Performance in the United States, 1888-1917 is
great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great
coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Wayward Woman: Progressivism, Prostitution,
and Performance in the United States, 1888-1917 in your hand like having the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt in which?

Clifford Jones:

You will get this The Wayward Woman: Progressivism, Prostitution, and Performance in the United States,
1888-1917 by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if
you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed
but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Mary James:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading



is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The Wayward Woman:
Progressivism, Prostitution, and Performance in the United States, 1888-1917.
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